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MINUTES

Temecula-Elsinore-Anza-Murrieta Resource Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting
Thursday, September 10, 2026, at 4:00 PM

Truax Building
41923 Second Street, Fourth Floor
Temecula, CA 92590

I. PRELIMINARY FUNCTIONS

Call to Order — 4:01 p.m. President Biancardi called the meeting to order. Director Kuhn led the
Pledge of Allegiance. Meeting recorded by Zoom.

Roll Call/Establish a Quorum

Directors Present: Teri Biancardi, President; Stuart Kuhn, Vice President; Newt Parkes,
Secretary-Treasurer; Rose Corona, Director.

Directors Absent: Arturo Garcia, Director.

Also Present: Clifton Meek, District Manager; Kit Swift, Conservation Technician.
Public Guests: Michael Miller (via Zoom).

A quorum was established.

Approval of Agenda

Director Parkes moved, and Director Kuhn seconded, to approve the Agenda as presented. Upon
voice vote, the motion passed unanimously.

Biancardi: Aye

Corona: Aye

Kuhn: Aye

Parkes: Aye

Public Comment

No public comment was offered.

II. CONSENT CALENDAR:

The consent calendar consisted of the prior meeting minutes and the bills and reimbursements.

Director Parkes moved, and Director Kuhn seconded, to approve the consent calendar as
presented. Upon voice vote, the motion carried:

Biancardi: Yes
Corona: No
Kuhn: Yes
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Parkes: Yes

Director Corona stated for the record her objection that the minutes do not reflect what occurred
at the meeting.

III. ACTION ITEMS:

1. Subject: Memorandum of Understanding with The Nature Conservancy — I-15 Rainbow
Canyon Wildlife Crossing

Background: The MOU formalizes the District’s existing partnership with The Nature
Conservancy (TNC) on the WCB-funded wildlife crossing, including a $210,000 TNC in-kind
match. It is non-binding, transfers no funds, expires July 12, 2029, has been reviewed by counsel
and executed by TNC, and has no fiscal impact.

Director Parkes moved, and Director Kuhn seconded, to authorize the District Manager to
execute the Memorandum of Understanding with The Nature Conservancy for the I-15 Rainbow
Canyon Wildlife Crossing Planning Project. Upon voice vote, the motion carried:

Biancardi: Yes
Corona: No
Kuhn: Yes
Parkes: Yes

Director Corona stated her opposition and requested that her reasons be included in the minutes:
that the MOU does not clearly reconcile TNC’s $210,000 contribution with amounts already
approved under the WCB grant, does not clearly preserve board approval over material
contractor scope, budget, and payment decisions, and that the board may not see final terms or
later changes.

2. Subject: Adoption of Resolution No. 2026-01 Amending the Conflict of Interest Code

Background: The District’s code was last amended in 2020 and no longer reflects current
positions. County Counsel has approved the amended code, which takes effect upon approval by
the Riverside County Board of Supervisors.

Director Parkes moved, and Director Kuhn seconded, to adopt Resolution No. 2026-01
amending the Conflict of Interest Code and to direct the District Manager to submit the amended
code and resolution to the Riverside County Board of Supervisors for approval. Upon voice vote,
the motion carried:

Biancardi: Yes
Corona: Yes
Kuhn: Yes
Parkes: Yes

3. Subject: California Fire Foundation Grant — Authorization to Accept Funds

Background: The application would continue and expand the Home Hardening Program beyond
the current IECF grant. Any contract for awarded funds would return to the board for vote
before expenditure, there is no fiscal impact at this time.
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Director Kuhn moved, and Director Parkes seconded, to authorize the District to accept any
funds awarded through the California Fire Foundation grant program and to authorize President
Biancardi to execute the grant funds authorization letter on behalf of the District. Upon voice
vote, the motion passed unanimously:

Biancardi: Yes
Corona: Yes
Kuhn: Yes
Parkes: Yes

4. Subject: Subcontract Agreement with Integral Ecology Research Center — Restore
California Regional Reclamation Training Initiative

Background: The District and SAWA were selected by IERC as a regional training team under
the CDFW-funded Restore California Regional Reclamation Training Initiative. The District will
receive up to 3206,668 in cost-reimbursement funding for staff time, travel, and supplies,
including 40-hour HAZWOPER certification for the Conservation Technician. No general funds
are required.

Director Kuhn moved, and Director Parkes seconded, to authorize the District Manager to
execute the subcontract agreement with IERC for participation in the Restore California
Regional Reclamation Training Initiative in an amount not to exceed $206,668, pending review
and approval of counsel, and to take all administrative actions necessary to implement the
agreement on behalf of the District. Upon voice vote, the motion carried:

Biancardi: Yes
Corona: No
Kuhn: Yes
Parkes: Yes

IV. DISCUSSION/INFORMATION ITEMS:

1. Subject: District Manager Report

The District Manager reported that the District is in sound financial condition. The annual audit
is expected to conclude in October or early November. Approximately $270,000 in easement
values recorded as fixed assets will likely be removed following the audit, with no effect on
operations. A $175,000 reserve has been established, and the second $49,000 payment from the
Regional Forest and Fire Capacity grant was received. Additional staff or a contractor may be
needed if all pending grants are funded.

2. Subject: Project Updates

* Rainbow Canyon I-15 Wildlife Crossing: The quality management plan and permitting
coordination with Caltrans and RCA are underway; approximately $60,000 of the $3.9
million grant has been spent to date.

* Greer Ranch: SAWA completed the pre-construction survey and will remove dead and
overgrown vegetation through the end of September.

*  Whitewood and Kiley Properties: Property analysis records are under review for both
sites.
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* Clinton Keith Property: The County removed accessible dumped trash and installed a
fence; funding is being sought for the remaining cleanup.

* Riverside County Flood Control: The District received a two-year vegetation
management contract totaling $400,000, to be presented at the next board meeting.

* Home Hardening: Eighty-nine assessments have been completed, and the program is
pivoting toward a regional newsletter.

» (Cannabis Restoration Grant: CDFW reported reduced funding for the coming fiscal year;
staff will meet with CDFW on next steps.

» Other Grants: The California Fire Foundation application is due Monday. Healthy Soils
and SWEEP decisions are pending.

3. Subject: SAWA Update

Director Biancardi reported on performance metrics for SAWA’s Executive Director and the
ongoing search for James Law’s replacement.

4. Subject: Governance Briefing

The board continued its review of the District’s enabling legislation with Public Resources Code
Code Division Nine, Section 9001, noting that the District’s authority is permissive and that its
work proceeds through partnership.

V. DIRECTORS’ REPORTS

Director Kuhn reported on an application to serve as an NRCS Technical Service Provider for
engineering services.

V1. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the board, the board unanimously voted to end
the meeting.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:

Riverside County Flood Control vegetation management contract for board approval.

October 8, 2026
Newt Parkes, Secretary Date Approved by Board
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Financial Report

Temecula-Elsinore-Anza-Murrieta Resource Conservation District
For the period ended September 30, 2026

Prepared on

October 5, 2026
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Profit and Loss

Total
INCOME
Investments
Interest Income 4,563.87
Total Investments 4,563.87
Total Income 4,563.87
GROSS PROFIT 4,563.87
EXPENSES
General and Administration
Advertising and Marketing 192.03
Computer, Data and Software 123.95
Legal Fees 360.96
Quickbooks-Accounting 216.00
Storage 132.00
Telephone, Telecommunications 40.00
Travel and Meetings
Travel 1,430.15
Total Travel and Meetings 1,430.15
Total General and Administration 2,495.09
SERVICE COSTS
Grant Administration Expense
Consultants and Contracts
Consultant 10,618.28
WCB Consultants 31,495.50
Total Consultants and Contracts 42,113.78
Total Grant Administration Expense 42,113.78
Total SERVICE COSTS 42,113.78
Total Expenses 44,608.87
NET OPERATING INCOME -40,045.00
NET INCOME $ -40,045.00
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Balance Sheet

Total
ASSETS
Current Assets
Bank Accounts
California Class
CC - Adeline CE Interest 42,329.17
CC - Greer Ranch CE Interest 31,526.21
CC - Historic Funds 55,583.88
CC- General Fund 156,340.91
CC- Team RCD Interest 1,740.62
CC- TeamRCD Reserve Account 175,549.19
CC- WCB Grant Interest 6,256.61
CC- Whitewood 15,047.08
CC-Flood Control 0.03
CC-WCB Grant 983,570.29
Total California Class 1,467,943.99
Chase CD
Chase CD - Benton Channel 165,000.00
Chase CD - Greer Ranch 125,000.00
Chase CD-4631 100,000.00
Total Chase CD 390,000.00
Checking/Savings
Chase General - 0592 66,772.43
Total Checking/Savings 66,772.43
Total Bank Accounts 1,924,716.42
Total Current Assets 1,924,716.42
Fixed Assets
Adeline Farms Easement 162,750.00
Clinton Keith Land 475,000.00
Greer Ranch Easement 110,000.00
Total Fixed Assets 747,750.00
TOTAL ASSETS $2,672,466.42
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Accounts Payable 14,966.50
Total Accounts Payable 14,966.50
Credit Cards
Chase 8053 1,713.40
Total Credit Cards 1,713.40
Total Current Liabilities 16,679.90
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Total Liabilities
Equity
Retained Earnings
Net Income
Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Total
16,679.90

2,728,095.06
-72,308.54
2,655,786.52
$2,672,466.42
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Statement of Cash Flows

Total
OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Net Income -40,045.00

Adjustments to reconcile Net Income to Net Cash provided by operations:
Accounts Payable -8,224.40
Chase 8053 -466.71
Total Adjustments to reconcile Net Income to Net Cash provided by operations: -8,691.11
Net cash provided by operating activities -48,736.11
NET CASH INCREASE FOR PERIOD -48,736.11
Cash at beginning of period 1,973,452.53
CASH AT END OF PERIOD $1,924,716.42
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Temecula-Elsinore-Anza-Murrieta Resource Conservation District
Bills and Applied Payments
September 2026

Date Transaction Transaction number Memo/Description Amount Open
type balance
CARCD
09/08/2026 Bill Payment  sNPuLCQtueVUiSqPKjs -
(Check) e 23,190.90
Payroll invoice for staff hours and salaries for August 2026
. View this bill in Ramp:
1/202 Bill 23,190. .
08/31/2026 ! https://app.ramp.com/s/bill-pay/bills/22047289-2fd2-459c- 3,190.90 0.00
b1f4-7377e9aca83c
County of Riverside-
Controller
Bill Payment - .
09/24/2026 FgSiMi8ITX+2UsYKoSiLV -158.24
(Check)
LAFCO fees and admin fees for fiscal year 2026/27
. View this bill in Ramp:
7/01/202 Bill Al 2307 158.24 .
07/01/2026 ! 000000230 https://app.ramp.com/s/bill-pay/bills/ac46a3d0-281d-4049- %8 0.00
87a4-9bd02439a804
Jacobs Engineering Group
Professional services for Rainbow Canyon wildlife crossing
planning and design
09/10/2026 Bill TEAMO0001-001 View this bill in Ramp: 16,529.00 0.00
https://app.ramp.com/s/bill-pay/bills/deedc666-ab02-45f4-
bbb1-f5937b01c12d
Bill Payment -
17/202 Ek4BR/KChkNhK
09/17/2026 (Check) xJQz /KC SgxC 16,529.00
Mission Resource
Conservation District
Bill Payment -
09/16/2026 (Check) zC1QxvPcRI6EpguKxe99p 10,618.28
Water Efficiency Technical Assistance Program management
and technical testing services
05/06/2026 Bill IV-00-279118 View this bill in Ramp: 10,618.28 0.00
https://app.ramp.com/s/bill-pay/bills/757375d4-b119-4842-
a784-f47558b806f0
Riverside Office of County
Counsel
Legal services for MOU review and conflict of interest code
. View this bill in Ramp:
09/18/2026 Bil 140676 https://app.ramp.com/s/bill-pay/bills/4128f3dd-907a-41c8- 360.96 0.00
b662-810f5670a07b
Bill Payment
09/24/2026 (Check) VAvsrthrREyCgncuUSeea -360.96
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TEMECULA-ELSINORE-ANZA-MURRIETA RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING — OCTOBER 8, 2026
TO: Board of Directors, TEAMRCD
FROM: Board President / Acting General Manager
DATE: October 8, 2026
RE: Adoption of Policy Manual Series 1000 (Amended)

Policy Manual Series 1000 (Governance Foundation Policies)

Background

Per the Policy Manual Modernization effort, staff has prepared a condensed version of Series 1000
(Policies 1000 through 1080) for adoption, reducing this section from approximately 20 pages to
approximately 3 pages while retaining all substantive legal requirements. This includes the Board's
purpose, general district policies, adoption/amendment procedures, conflict of interest reference,
public complaint and claims procedures, public records copying fees, public contributions, and fee-
for-service authority.

Proposed Action

Amend Policies 1000 through 1080 in the District Policy Manual. The full text of the proposed
amendment follows below, with staff notes in red italics explaining each condensation.

POLICY TITLE: Purpose of Board Policies
POLICY NUMBER: 1000

1000.1 It is the intent of the Board of Directors of the Temecula-Elsinore-Anza-Murrieta Resource
Conservation District (TEAMRCD) to maintain a manual of policies and procedures. The
manual contains the Board's current policies and procedures and serves as a resource for
Directors, staff, and members of the public in determining how District business is
conducted.

1000.2 If any policy in this manual conflicts with applicable law or regulation, the law or
regulation shall prevail.

1000.3 For matters not addressed in this manual, refer to Division 9 of the California Public
Resources Code.

[No substantive change from current 1000.10-1000.30. District name normalized to TEAMRCD. Renumbered for
consistency.]

POLICY TITLE: General District Policies
POLICY NUMBER: 1010
1010.1 TEAMRCD's mission is to protect and conserve the natural resources of the Temecula,

Elsinore, Anza, and Murrieta region through watershed protection, wildfire resilience, habitat
restoration, and public education, in cooperation with landowners and partner agencies.

1010.2 The District carries out this mission through:

1010.21 Watershed protection and restoration, including partnership with the Santa Ana
Watershed Association;

1010.2.2 Wildfire resilience and defensible space programs, including habitat restoration and
invasive species removal;

1010.2.3 Public education programs for schools and the community on conservation and water
use;
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1010.2.4 Cooperation with private land owners, as well as local, state, and federal agencies on
land use, storm water management, and best conservation practices;

1010.2.5 Implementation of projects that facilitate wildlife connectivity;

1010.2.6 Conservation of natural and agricultural lands;

1010.2.7 Preparation of an Annual Budget Plan by June 30;

1010.2.8 Support of any MOU with Riverside-Corona Resource Conservation District, Inland

Empire RCD, Mission RCD, San Jacinto Basin RCD, Regional Conservation Authority, Rivers and
Lands Conservancy, Riverside Flood Control, and any other agency the Board duly adopts future
MOUs with.

1010.3 All employees shall be provided a copy of this manual.

[Condensed from ~4 pages with ~30 individually numbered goals, several referencing inactive programs. Reference
to wildlife connectivity and natural/agricultural conservation added to reflect existing District programs. MOU list at
1010.2.8 preserved with the addition of San Jacinto Basin RCD, and removal of Antelope Valley RCD.]

POLICY TITLE: Adoption/Amendment of Policies
POLICY NUMBER: 1020
1020.1 Adoption of or amendment to a policy may be initiated by any Director or the District

Manager, by submitting a written draft to the District Manager for inclusion on a regular Board
meeting agenda.

1020.2 Adoption or amendment requires a 3/5 affirmative vote of the entire Board of Directors at a
regular meeting.

1020.3 Proposed new or amended policies shall be included in the agenda packet and made
available to each Director at least 72 hours before the meeting, per the Brown Act (Cal. Gov.
Code § 54954.2).

[No substantive change. Already concise and legally appropriate.]

POLICY TITLE: Conflict of Interest

POLICY NUMBER: 1030

1030.1 The District has adopted a Conflict of Interest Code (the “Code”) pursuant to the Political
Reform Act of 1974 (Gov. Code § 81000 et seq.). The Code governs disclosure of assets and
income by designated employees, disqualification from acting where a conflict exists, and the

categories of assets and income subject to disclosure. The Code has the force and effect of
law. The current Code is maintained as an attachment to this policy.

[Condensed to the introductory paragraph only; full Code text maintained as an attachment rather than embedded in
the policy body, per the March 27, 2026 editorial assessment recommendation.]

POLICY TITLE: Public Complaints (Non-Tort Claims)

POLICY NUMBER: 1040

1040.1 The Board desires that public complaints be resolved at the lowest possible administrative
level, through a logical and systematic process.

1040.2 A public complaint is an allegation by a member of the public that a District policy or state
or federal statute has been violated or misinterpreted, to that individual's detriment.

1040.3 Complaints shall first be discussed informally with the District Manager, who shall
memorialize any decision in writing. If unresolved, the individual may file a written complaint
with the Board within ten days of the District Manager's decision; the Board shall resolve the
matter expeditiously and memorialize its decision in writing.

1040.4 This policy does not prohibit or discourage any member of the public or staff from
addressing the Board directly regarding Board actions, District programs, or matters before
the Board.

[Condensed; substance unchanged.]

POLICY TITLE: Claims Against the District
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POLICY NUMBER: 1050

1050.1 This policy governs processing of property damage and other tort claims against the
District. It does not modify the requirements of the California Tort Claims Act (Cal. Gov. Code
§ 810 et seq.).

1050.2 Staff receiving notice of a property damage claim shall document the circumstances in
writing and notify the District Manager, who shall investigate. Directors shall not
independently investigate claims.

1050.3 The District Manager may authorize repair or reimbursement for damage caused by
District personnel, equipment, or infrastructure, up to $499, with a report to the Board
describing the claim and its resolution. Claims exceeding that threshold shall be forwarded to
the District's insurance carrier.

1050.4 Claims for personal injury or wrongful death shall not be investigated by District staff or
Directors, and shall be forwarded immediately to the District's insurance carrier.

1050.5 All damage or tort claims must be submitted in writing and meet the requirements of Cal.
Gov. Code §§ 910 and 910.2.

[Condensed. Superfluous detail and items not pertinent to TEAM RCD removed. Core purpose of section retained.]

POLICY TITLE: Copying Public Documents
POLICY NUMBER: 1060

1060.1 Individuals requesting copies of public documents shall be charged a reasonable fee
based on the District's actual cost to produce the copy.

1060.2 A limited quantity of agenda materials and other public writings distributed to a majority of
the Board at open meetings shall be made available to the public in attendance at no charge,
in a quantity based on normal attendance. Additional or advance copies may be charged
based on the District's actual cost to produce the copy.

[Current flat per-sheet rates replaced with reference to “District’s actual cost’]

POLICY TITLE: Public Contributions
POLICY NUMBER: 1070

1070.1 The District will accept donations from members of the public for a public purpose within
the District's responsibilities. The District Manager will provide a receipt including the
District's tax identification number.

1070.2 Donations must be clearly marked as such. Acceptance of a donation does not constitute
a representation by the District regarding its tax-deductible status; that determination is the
donor's responsibility.

[No substantive change.]

POLICY TITLE: Fee for Services
POLICY NUMBER: 1080

1080.1 The District may provide certain services, in which it is uniquely qualified, to the public
and other governmental entities, and may charge fees covering the cost of providing them,
pursuant to its authority under Public Resources Code Division 9, Article 9, § 9403.5. No fee
shall exceed the District's reasonably borne cost of providing the service.

1080.2 Fees shall be based on the District's actual cost, including staff time and benefits.
Proposals to provide fee-based services must be approved by the Board through a contract.
Indirect costs shall be billed at the de minimis rate set by the Office of Management and
Budget, unless otherwise negotiated for a specific contract.

1080.3 Services under this policy are provided on a non-discriminatory basis, without regard to
race, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, religion, marital status, or medical condition or
disability.

[Condensed. Core fee-authority and non-discrimination provisions retained. OMB de minimis rate included as

standard for indirect costs.]
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TEMECULA-ELSINORE-ANZA-MURRIETA RESOURCE CONSERVATION
DISTRICT

POLICY MANUAL — SERIES 1000 REDLINE
Current Adopted Text (strikethrough) vs. Staff Draft (underlined) — October 2026

This document uses Word's Track Changes formatting. Struck-through text is being removed from the current policy.
Underlined text is proposed new language.

POLICY 1000 — Purpose of Board Policies

condueted:

1000.1 It is the intent of the Board of Directors of the Temecula-Elsinore-Anza-Murrieta
Resource Conservation District (TEAMRCD) to maintain a manual of policies
and procedures. The manual contains the Board's current policies and procedures
and serves as a resource for Directors, staff, and members of the public in
determining how District business is conducted.

lesislati bl "
1000.2 If any policy in this manual conflicts with applicable law or regulation, the law or
regulation shall prevail.

1000.3 For matters not addressed in this manual, refer to Division 9 of the California
Public Resources Code.

POLICY 1010 — General District Policies
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1010.1 TEAMRCD's mission is to protect and conserve the natural resources of the
Temecula, Elsinore, Anza, and Murrieta region through watershed
protection, wildfire resilience, habitat restoration, and public education, in
cooperation with landowners and partner agencies.

1010.2 The District carries out this mission through:

1010.2.1 Watershed protection and restoration, including partnership with the Santa
Ana Watershed Association;

1010.2.2 Wildfire resilience and defensible space programs, including habitat
restoration and invasive species removal;

1010.2.3 Public education programs for schools and the community on conservation
and water use;

1010.2.4 Cooperation with private land owners, as well as local, state, and federal
agencies on land use, storm water management, and best conservation practices;

1010.2.5 Implementation of projects that facilitate wildlife connectivity;

1010.2.6 Conservation of natural and agricultural lands;

1010.2.7 Preparation of an Annual Budget Plan by June 30;

1010.2.8 Support of any MOU with Riverside-Corona Resource Conservation

District, Inland Empire RCD, Mission RCD, San Jacinto Basin RCD, Regional
Conservation Authority, Rivers and Lands Conservancy, Riverside Flood Control,
and any other agency the Board duly adopts future MOUs with.

1010.3 All employees shall be provided a copy of this manual.

POLICY 1020 — Adoption/Amendment of Policies

Page 17 of 61



1020.1 Adoption of or amendment to a policy may be initiated by any Director or the
District Manager, by submitting a written draft to the District Manager for
inclusion on a regular Board meeting agenda.

1020.2 Adoption or amendment requires a 3/5 affirmative vote of the entire Board of
Directors at a regular meeting.

1020.3 Proposed new or amended policies shall be included in the agenda packet and
made available to each Director at least 72 hours before the meeting, per the
Brown Act (Cal. Gov. Code § 54954.2).

POLICY 1030 — Conflict of Interest

1030.1 The District has adopted a Conflict of Interest Code (the “Code”) pursuant to the
regquirernents-ofthe Political Reform Act of 1974-Gevernment-Code-Seetion-81000-et

seq—éth%‘Aet% (Gov Code § 81000 et seq. ) The Code sets—fefﬂa—ﬂﬁﬁeqm-red—pfewswﬂs

t—he—des+gﬂa$ed—emp}eyeesgoverns dlsclosure of assets and income bV de51gnated
employees, disqualification from acting where a conflict exists, and the categories of
assets and income subject to disclosure. The regquirements-efthe-Code are-in-additionte
otherstate-andJoeal-laws-pertaining-to-confliets-ofinterest-and-has the force and effect of
law. All officers and employees are directed to refer to the District's eenthiet-ofInterest
CodeConlflict of Interest Code for these specific requirements. The current Code is
maintained as an attachment to this policy.

CONFLICT OFINTEREST CODE

INEAND- EMPIRERESOURCE-CONSERVATHONDISTRICT

[The 9-page scanned Riverside County approval packet (August 2020) that follows this heading in the current manual
— cover memo, financial data, Board of Supervisors minutes, and the full 2020 Code text — is proposed for removal
from the policy body. Deletion of scanned image content cannot be shown as a text redline; the images themselves are
simply proposed to be omitted going forward, with the Code maintained as a standalone attachment referenced in
1030.1 above. Note also: the stray 'INLAND EMPIRE RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT' header shown above
the current attachment is a leftover self-reference error unrelated to this district.]
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POLICY 1040 — Public Complaints (Non-Tort Claims)

N40 ho B Nirecta de a L ~11h
U B a H

-] . ] .- ..

1040.1 The Board desires that public complaints be resolved at the lowest possible

administrative level, through a logical and systematic process.

e dividuod e vorselvntfoctod

1040.2 A public complaint is an allegation by a member of the public that a District
policy or state or federal statute has been violated or misinterpreted, to that
individual's detriment.

1040.3 Complaints shall first be discussed informally with the District Manager, who
shall memorialize any decision in writing. If unresolved, the individual may file a
written complaint with the Board within ten days of the District Manager's
decision; the Board shall resolve the matter expeditiously and memorialize its
decision in writing.

1040.4 This policy does not prohibit or discourage any member of the public or staff
from addressing the Board directly regarding Board actions, District programs, or
matters before the Board.

POLICY 1050 — Claims Against the District
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1050.1 This policy governs processing of property damage and other tort claims
against the District. It does not modify the requirements of the California
Tort Claims Act (Cal. Gov. Code § 810 et seq.).

1050.2 Staff receiving notice of a property damage claim shall document the
circumstances in writing and notify the District Manager, who shall
investigate. Directors shall not independently investigate claims.

1050.3 The District Manager may authorize repair or reimbursement for damage
caused by District personnel, equipment, or infrastructure, up to $499, with a
report to the Board describing the claim and its resolution. Claims exceeding
that threshold shall be forwarded to the District's insurance carrier.

1050.4 Claims for personal injury or wrongful death shall not be investigated by
District staff or Directors, and shall be forwarded immediately to the
District's insurance carrier.

1050.5 All damage or tort claims must be submitted in writing and meet the
requirements of Cal. Gov. Code §8§ 910 and 910.2.

POLICY 1060 — Copying Public Documents

-t with ] ) .
1060.1 Individuals requesting copies of public documents shall be charged a reasonable
fee based on the District's actual cost to produce the copy.

Bl i | Meetines.

1060.2 A limited quantity of agenda materials and other public writings distributed to a
majority of the Board at open meetings shall be made available to the public in
attendance at no charge, in a quantity based on normal attendance. Additional or
advance copies may be charged based on the District's actual cost to produce the

copy.
POLICY 1070 — Public Contributions

numberthereon:

1070.1 The District will accept donations from members of the public for a public

purpose within the District's responsibilities. The District Manager will provide a receipt
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including the District's tax identification number.

o hed ) Liabilitn i e bili ihed ‘
1070.2 Donations must be clearly marked as such. Acceptance of a donation does not
constitute a representation by the District regarding its tax-deductible status: that
determination is the donor's responsibility.

1080.1 The District may provide certain services, in which it is uniquely qualified, to the
public and other governmental entities, and may charge fees covering the cost of
providing them, pursuant to its authority under Public Resources Code Division 9,
Article 9, § 9403.5. No fee shall exceed the District's reasonably borne cost of
providing the service.
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1080.2 Fees shall be based on the District's actual cost, including staff time and benefits.
Proposals to provide fee-based services must be approved by the Board through a
contract. Indirect costs shall be billed at the de minimis rate set by the Office of
Management and Budget, unless otherwise negotiated for a specific contract.

1080.3 Services under this policy are provided on a non-discriminatory basis, without
regard to race, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, religion, marital status, or
medical condition or disability.

10
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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT CONTRACTOR SERVICES AGREEMENT

Channel Maintenance and Restoration Services
Fiscal Year 2026/2027

This Contractor Services Agreement ("Agreement") dated as of , 18

entered into by and between, the Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation

District, a body corporate and politic, hereinafter called "DISTRICT", and Temecula-Elsinore-

Anza-Murrieta Resource Conservation District ("TEAMRCD"), a governmental special district,

hereinafter called "CONTRACTOR". DISTRICT and CONTRACTOR are sometimes

individually referred to herein as a "Party" and collectively as the "Parties". The Parties hereby

agree as follows:

1.

PROJECT — Upon DISTRICT's written request, CONTRACTOR shall provide
maintenance assessment and channel maintenance services for certain DISTRICT
facilities, as further described in the Scope of Services, attached hereto and incorporated
herein as Exhibit "A", in accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws and
regulations. Additional DISTRICT facilities can be added to or removed from Exhibit
"A" by mutual written agreement of DISTRICT and CONTRACTOR on an as needed
basis.

SCOPE OF SERVICES — DISTRICT hereby retains CONTRACTOR, as an independent

contractor, to furnish all professional services, including, but not limited to, expertise,
tools, equipment, facilities, materials, labor and other incidental services necessary to
perform in a complete, skillful and professional manner those services set forth in Exhibit
"A". CONTRACTOR agrees to perform said services in accordance with the schedule
specified herein.  CONTRACTOR shall not perform any additional work, except as

directed by DISTRICT in writing.

o1-
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TERM OF AGREEMENT — The term of this Agreement shall commence on the date the

Agreement is executed by DISTRICT's Board of Supervisors and shall terminate on June
30, 2027. At the sole discretion of the DISTRICT, this Agreement may be renewed for
one (1) additional one-year term upon written approval by the DISTRICT.
CONTRACTOR shall not commence performance of any work or services, for any
reason whatsoever, until DISTRICT has provided CONTRACTOR with written Notice
to Proceed authorizing CONTRACTOR to initiate work pursuant to the Agreement. No
payment will be made for any work or services performed prior to issuance of said Notice
to Proceed.

ANNUAL WORKPLAN MEETING — On or about August 1% of each year, DISTRICT

and CONTRACTOR representatives shall meet ("ANNUAL WORKPLAN MEETING")
and review projected activities, select facilities and set priorities. DISTRICT shall issue
a Task Order for the projected activities and priorities for the selected facilities
("FACILITY SUBTASKS") within 15 days of the ANNUAL WORKPLAN MEETING.

COMPENSATION - DISTRICT shall pay CONTRACTOR for actual services

satisfactorily performed and expenses incurred in accordance with approved FACILITY
SUBTASKS listed in Exhibit "A" and the Compensation/Fee Rate Schedule as set forth
in Exhibit "B", attached hereto and made a part hereof. DISTRICT agrees to pay
CONTRACTOR for services performed in an amount up to and not to exceed the total
sum of Four Hundred Thousand Dollars (§400,000), including any renewal of the
Agreement, based on availability of fiscal funding. All price decreases (for example, if
CONTRACTOR offers lower price to another governmental entity) shall automatically
be extended to DISTRICT. No price increases shall be permitted during the term of this

Agreement, including any renewal thereof.

.
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PAYMENT — Within thirty (30) days after execution of this Agreement, DISTRICT shall
pay CONTRACTOR 50 percent of the total SCOPE OF SERVICES amount. Upon
satisfactory performance of FACILITY SUBTASKS, DISTRICT shall make payment to
CONTRACTOR for the remaining 50 percent due for that facility after the Operations
Engineering Section completes final inspection and within thirty (30) days after receipt
of appropriate invoice(s). In no event shall the total amount paid to CONTRACTOR
under this Agreement exceed the maximum compensation set forth in Section 5
(COMPENSATION). DISTRICT shall not pay interest or finance charges on any
outstanding balance(s). CONTRACTOR shall keep employee and expense records
according to customary accounting methods, and such records shall, upon request, be
available for inspection by DISTRICT to verify CONTRACTOR's invoices.
CONTRACTOR's invoices shall itemize charges to conform to the SCOPE OF
SERVICES and the Compensation/Fee Rate Schedule as set forth in Exhibits "A" and
"B". CONTRACTOR shall prepare all invoices submitted to DISTRICT for payment in
accordance with the terms of this Agreement and send the original invoice(s) to
DISTRICT (Attention: Operations Engineering Section).
Except as specifically provided for and stated in this Agreement or Exhibit "B",
DISTRICT shall not be responsible for payment of any of CONTRACTOR's expenses
related to this Agreement.

CONDUCT OF CONTRACTOR — CONTRACTOR shall not, under circumstances

which could be interpreted as an attempt to influence the recipient in the conduct of
his/her duties, accept any gratuity or special favor from individuals or firms with whom
CONTRACTOR is doing business or proposing to do business, in accomplishing the

work under this Agreement.

_3-
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INVOICES — All work shall be invoiced in a timely manner. All invoices shall be mailed

directly to DISTRICT (Attention: Operations Engineering Section).

A.

All invoices shall include invoice number, invoice date, invoice total amount,
remittance address, quantities, item descriptions, unit price, extensions, sales/use
tax, if applicable, and Purchase Order Number associated with the approved
FACILITY SUBTASKS (as provided by DISTRICT).

Billing Period (indicating the date(s) when the services were rendered). Monthly
invoices shall be mailed to DISTRICT no later than the 15" day of the month
following the end of the Billing Period. Periodic single invoices shall be mailed
within 45 business days of FACILITY SUBTASKS completion. Incomplete

invoices will be returned to CONTRACTOR for correction.

PROJECT PERFORMANCE

A.

Commencement of Services

CONTRACTOR shall commence performance of the services for FACILITY
SUBTASKS upon receipt of DISTRICT's Notice to Proceed.

Time of Completion

Time is of the essence in the performance of this Agreement. CONTRACTOR
shall complete services in accordance with the schedule(s) set forth in this

Agreement.

LICENSES - At all times while performing services under this Agreement,

CONTRACTOR, its employees, agents, contractors and subcontractors shall possess all

necessary and appropriate federal and/or state permits and maintain professional licenses

required by the applicable federal, state and local regulations. CONTRACTOR shall

comply with all applicable federal, state and/or local licensing requirements, including,

-4 -
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but not limited to, the provisions of Chapter 9 of Division 3 of the Business and
Professions Code while performing services under this Agreement.

STANDARD OF CARE — While performing the services, CONTRACTOR shall exercise

the reasonable professional care and skill customarily exercised by reputable members of
CONTRACTOR's profession practicing in the State of California and shall use
reasonable diligence and best judgment while exercising CONTRACTOR's professional
skill and expertise. By executing this Agreement, CONTRACTOR represents and
maintains that CONTRACTOR has the necessary experience and expertise to skillfully
perform all services, duties and obligations required by this Agreement and to fully and
adequately complete each approved FACILITY SUBTASKS.

ERRORS AND OMISSIONS — In the event CONTRACTOR's data, technical studies,

reports, plans, specifications, estimates, work products or any other documents furnished
under this Agreement contain any errors or omissions that cause DISTRICT to incur
additional expense beyond what would have otherwise resulted if there were no errors or
omissions in CONTRACTOR's data, technical studies, reports, plans, specifications,
estimates, work products or any other documents, any such additional expense shall be
borne solely by CONTRACTOR. When the agreed upon SCOPE OF SERVICES to be
performed by CONTRACTOR are not in conformance with the terms of this Agreement,
DISTRICT shall have the right to require CONTRACTOR to perform the agreed upon
SCOPE OF SERVICES in conformance with the terms of this Agreement at no additional
cost to DISTRICT. When the agreed upon SCOPE OF SERVICES are not in
conformance with the terms of this Agreement and are of such a nature that they cannot
be corrected, DISTRICT shall have the right to (1) require CONTRACTOR immediately
to take all necessary steps to ensure future performance in conformity with terms of this

Agreement and (2) reduce the Agreement price to reflect the reduced value of the services
-5-
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performed. In the event CONTRACTOR receives payment under this Agreement which
is later disallowed by DISTRICT for nonconformance with the terms of the Agreement,
CONTRACTOR shall promptly refund the disallowed amount to DISTRICT on request;
or at its option, DISTRICT may offset the amount disallowed from any payment due to
CONTRACTOR.

PERMITS AND RIGHTS OF ENTRY — DISTRICT shall obtain all necessary rights of

entry that may be required in order for CONTRACTOR to perform the services stipulated
by an approved Task Order within and upon privately-owned property. CONTRACTOR
shall obtain all necessary permits or rights of entry that may be required in order for
CONTRACTOR to perform the services stipulated by an approved Task Order from any
and all affected public entities. Sufficient evidence of having obtained such permits
and/or rights of entry shall be furnished to DISTRICT by CONTRACTOR prior to
initiation of work. CONTRACTOR shall prosecute the work in such a manner as to
minimize public inconvenience and possible hazard and shall restore the streets and other
work areas to their original condition and former usefulness as soon as practicable.
CONTRACTOR shall be responsible for the protection of public and private property
adjacent to the work and shall exercise due caution to avoid damage to such property.

NOTICES — Any and all notices sent or required to be sent to Parties of this Agreement
will be delivered via electronic mail or mailed by first class mail, postage prepaid, to the

following addresses:

RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL TEMECULA-ELSINORE-ANZA-
AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT MURRIETA RESOURCE

1995 Market Street CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Riverside, CA 92501 (TEAMRCD)

Attn: Chief of Operations Division Post Office Box 2078

Temecula, CA 92593
Attn: Teri Biancardi

-6-
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INSURANCE — CONTRACTOR shall not commence operations until DISTRICT has
been furnished with original certificate(s) of insurance and certified original copies of
endorsements and if requested, certified original policies of insurance including all
endorsements and any and all other Attachments as required in this Section. With respect
to the insurance section only, DISTRICT herein refers to the Riverside County Flood
Control and Water Conservation District, the County of Riverside, its Agencies, Districts,
Special Districts and Departments, their respective directors, officers, Board of
Supervisors, employees, elected or appointed officials, agents or representatives as
Additional Insureds.
Without limiting or diminishing CONTRACTOR's obligation to indemnify or hold the
DISTRICT harmless, CONTRACTOR shall procure and maintain or cause to be
maintained, at its sole cost and expense, the following insurance coverages during the
term of this Agreement:

A. Workers' Compensation:

If CONTRACTOR has employees as defined by the State of California,
CONTRACTOR shall maintain statutory Workers' Compensation Insurance
(Coverage A) as prescribed by the laws of the State of California. Policy shall
include Employers' Liability (Coverage B) including Occupational Disease with
limits not less than $1,000,000 per person per accident. Policy shall be endorsed
to waive subrogation in favor of DISTRICT.

B. Commercial General Liability:

Commercial General Liability insurance coverage, including but not limited to
premises liability, unmodified contractual liability, products and completed
operations liability, personal and advertising injury, and cross liability coverage,

covering claims which may arise from or out of CONTRACTOR's performance
-7 -
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of its obligations hereunder. Policy's limit of liability shall not be less than
$2,000,000 per occurrence combined single limit. If such insurance contains a
general aggregate limit, it shall apply separately to this agreement or be no less
than two (2) times the occurrence limit. Policy shall name DISTRICT as
Additional Insureds.

Vehicle Liability:

If vehicles or mobile equipment are used in the performance of the obligations
under this Agreement, then CONTRACTOR shall maintain liability insurance for
all owned, non-owned or hired vehicles so used in an amount not less than
$1,000,000 per occurrence combined single limit. If such insurance contains a
general aggregate limit, it shall apply separately to this Agreement or be no less
than two (2) times the occurrence limit. Policy shall name DISTRICT as
additional insureds.

General Insurance Provisions — All Lines:

1. Any insurance carrier providing insurance coverage hereunder shall be
admitted to the State of California and have an A.M. Best rating of not less
than an A: VIII (A: 8) unless such requirements are waived, in writing, by
DISTRICT Risk Manager. If DISTRICT Risk Manager waives a
requirement for a particular insurer, such waiver is only valid for that
specific insurer and only for one policy term.

il. CONTRACTOR must declare its insurance self-insured retention for each
coverage required herein. If any such self-insured retention exceeds
$500,000 per occurrence each such retention shall have the prior written
consent of DISTRICT Risk Manager before the commencement of

operations under this Agreement. Upon notification of self-insured
-8-
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retention deemed unacceptable to DISTRICT, and at the election of
DISTRICT Risk Manager, CONTRACTOR's carriers shall either: 1)
reduce or eliminate such self-insured retention with respect to this
Agreement with DISTRICT, or 2) procure a bond which guarantees
payment of losses and related investigations, claims administration, and
defense costs and expenses.

CONTRACTOR shall cause CONTRACTOR's insurance carrier(s) to
furnish DISTRICT with 1) a properly executed original Certificate(s) of
Insurance and certified original copies of endorsements effecting coverage
as required herein; and 2) if requested to do so orally or in writing by
DISTRICT Risk Manager, provide original certified copies of policies,
including, all endorsements and all attachments thereto, showing such
insurance is in full force and effect. Further, said Certificate(s) and
policies of insurance shall contain the covenant of the insurance carrier(s)
that a minimum of thirty (30) days written notice shall be given to
DISTRICT prior to any material modification, cancellation, expiration or
reduction in coverage of such insurance. If CONTRACTOR's insurance
carrier(s) policies do not meet the minimum notice requirement found
herein, CONTRACTOR shall cause CONTRACTOR's insurance
carrier(s) to furnish a thirty (30) days Notice of Cancellation Endorsement.
In the event of a material modification, cancellation, expiration or
reduction in coverage, this Agreement shall terminate forthwith, unless
DISTRICT receives, prior to such effective date, another properly
executed original Certificate of Insurance and original copies of

endorsements or certified original policies, including all endorsements and
-9._
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Attachments thereto, evidencing coverages set forth herein and the
insurance required herein is in full force and effect. If requested,
CONTRACTOR shall provide certified original policies of insurance,
including all endorsements and any and all other attachments as required
in this Section. An individual authorized by the insurance carrier to do so
on its behalf shall sign the original endorsements for each policy and the
Certificate of Insurance.
It is understood and agreed by the Parties hereto that CONTRACTOR's
insurance shall be construed as primary insurance, and DISTRICT's
insurance and/or deductibles and/or self-insured retentions or self-insured
programs shall not be construed as contributory.
If during the term of this Agreement or any extension thereof, there is a
material change in the Scope of Services, or there is a material change in
the equipment to be used in the performance of the scope of work which
will add additional exposures (such as the use of aircraft, watercraft,
cranes, etc.); or the term of this Agreement, including any extensions
thereof, exceeds five (5) years, DISTRICT reserves the right to adjust the
types of insurance required under this Agreement and the monetary limits
of liability for the insurance coverages currently required herein, if, in
DISTRICT Risk Manager's reasonable judgment, the amount or type of
insurance carried by CONTRACTOR has become inadequate.
CONTRACTOR shall pass down the insurance obligations contained
herein to all tiers of subcontractors working under this Agreement.
The insurance requirements contained in this Agreement may be met with

a program(s) of self-insurance acceptable to DISTRICT.
-10 -
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1X. CONTRACTOR agrees to notify DISTRICT of any claim by a third party

or any incident or event that may give rise to a claim arising from the
performance of this Agreement.

QUALITY CONTROL

All performance shall be subject to periodic inspection by DISTRICT or other regulatory
agencies at all times. Within seven (7) days of completing FACILITY SUBTASKS,
provide DISTRICT (Attention: Operations Engineering Section) with written notice that
FACILITY SUBTASKS is substantially complete and requesting that DISTRICT
conduct a final inspection.

CONTRACTOR shall provide adequate cooperation to any inspector or DISTRICT
representative to permit DISTRICT to determine CONTRACTOR's conformity with the
terms of this Agreement.

Upon satisfactory performance of FACILITY SUBTASKS after the final inspection,
DISTRICT will provide CONTRACTOR with a Notice of Completion. If any services
performed or products provided by CONTRACTOR are not in conformance with the
terms of this Agreement, DISTRICT shall have the right to require CONTRACTOR to
perform the services or provide the products in conformance with the terms of the
Agreement at no additional cost to DISTRICT. When the services to be performed or the
products to be provided are of such nature that the difference cannot be corrected then
DISTRICT shall have the right to (1) require CONTRACTOR immediately to take all
necessary steps to ensure future performance in conformity with the terms of the
Agreement and/or (2) reduce the Agreement price to reflect the reduced value of the
services performed or products provided. DISTRICT may also terminate this Agreement
for default and charge to CONTRACTOR any costs incurred by DISTRICT because of

CONTRACTOR's failure to perform. CONTRACTOR shall establish adequate
-11 -
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procedures for self-monitoring and quality control and assurance to ensure proper

performance under this Agreement and shall allow a DISTRICT representative or other

regulatory official to monitor, assess or evaluate CONTRACTOR's performance under

this Agreement at any time upon reasonable notice to CONTRACTOR.

TERMINATION — At any time during the term of this Agreement, DISTRICT may:

A. Agreement:

1.

ii.

Terminate this Agreement without cause upon providing CONTRACTOR
thirty (30) business days written notice stating the extent and effective date
of termination; or

Upon five (5) business days written notice, terminate this Agreement for
CONTRACTOR default, if CONTRACTOR refuses or fails to comply
with the provisions of this Agreement or fails to make progress so as to
endanger performance and does not cure such failure within a reasonable
period of time. In the event of such termination, DISTRICT may proceed
with the work in any such manner it deems appropriate.

In the event DISTRICT issues a Notice of Termination, CONTRACTOR
shall 1) stop all work under this Agreement on the date specified in the
Notice of Termination and 1ii) transfer to DISTRICT (Attention:
Operations Engineering Section) and deliver in the manner and to the
extent, if any, as directed by DISTRICT any work product, equipment,
files, records, data or reports prepared by CONTRACTOR, whether
partially or fully completed.

In the event DISTRICT terminates this Agreement, DISTRICT shall make
payment for all services performed in accordance with this Agreement to

the date of termination, a total amount which bears the same ratio to the
-12-
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total maximum fee otherwise payable under this Agreement as the services
actually bear to the total services necessary for performance of this
Agreement. Notwithstanding any of the other provisions of this
Agreement, CONTRACTOR'S rights under this Agreement shall
terminate (except for fees accrued prior to the date of termination) upon
dishonesty or a willful or material breach of this Agreement by
CONTRACTOR; or in the event of CONTRACTOR's unwillingness or
inability for any reason whatsoever to perform the duties hereunder; or if
the Agreement is terminated pursuant to Section 29 (NON-
APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS). In such event, CONTRACTOR shall
not be entitled to any further compensation under this Agreement. The
rights and remedies of DISTRICT provided in this section shall not be
exclusive and are in addition to any other rights and remedies provided by
law or under this Agreement.

Approved FACILITY SUBTASKS:

Terminate approved FACILITY SUBTASKS or portion thereof without cause
upon providing CONTRACTOR fourteen (14) days written notice stating the
extent and effective date of termination. In the event DISTRICT issues a Notice
of Termination for approved FACILITY SUBTASKS, CONTRACTOR shall 1)
stop all work under FACILITY SUBTASKS on the date specified in the Notice
of Termination and ii) transfer to DISTRICT (Attention: Operations Engineering
Section) and deliver in the manner and to the extent, if any, as directed by
DISTRICT any work product, data or reports prepared by CONTRACTOR,

whether partially or fully completed.

- 13-
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In the event DISTRICT terminates an approved FACILITY SUBTASKS,
DISTRICT shall make payment for all services satisfactorily performed in
accordance with the negotiated FACILITY SUBTASKS to the date of
termination, a total amount which bears the same ratio to the total maximum fee
otherwise payable under FACILITY SUBTASKS as the services actually bear to
the total services necessary for performance of FACILITY SUBTASKS.

BASIC SERVICES OF CONTRACTOR — SCOPE OF SERVICES associated with the

performance of any specific FACILITY SUBTASKS under this Agreement shall be
expressly defined and agreed upon prior to commencing work. Any changes to the
approved SCOPE OF SERVICES must be authorized by DISTRICT's Operations
Engineering Section and shall be made in accordance with Section 22 (CHANGES TO
SCOPE OF SERVICES).

All work prepared by CONTRACTOR shall be subject to the approval of DISTRICT's
Operations Engineering Section. CONTRACTOR shall allow DISTRICT to inspect and
review CONTRACTOR's work in progress at any reasonable time. All reports, working
papers and similar work products prepared for submission in the course of providing
services under this Agreement shall be submitted to DISTRICT (Attn: Operations
Engineering Section) in draft form. In the event that DISTRICT determines the formally
submitted work product to be incomplete or otherwise inadequate, CONTRACTOR may
be required to revise and resubmit the work at no additional cost to DISTRICT. Should
CONTRACTOR fail to make requested corrections in a timely manner, such corrections
may be made by DISTRICT and the cost thereof charged to CONTRACTOR. Neither
DISTRICT's review nor approval shall give rise to any liability or responsibility on the
part of DISTRICT, or waive any of DISTRICT's rights, or relieve CONTRACTOR of its

professional responsibilities or obligations under this Agreement.
-14 -
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PREVAILING WAGE — CONTRACTOR shall comply with all applicable provisions of

the California State Labor Code regarding prevailing wages, Department of Industrial
Relations Division of Apprenticeship Standards Labor and Labor Codes. All workers
shall be paid not less than the general prevailing rate of wages and benefits for work of a
similar character in the locality in which the work is performed, as provided in Labor
Code Sections 1770 et seq. Pursuant to the Labor Code, DISTRICT has obtained for the
Board of Supervisors of DISTRICT from the Director of the Department of Industrial
Relations, State of California, his determinations of general prevailing rates of per diem
wages applicable to the work and for holiday and overtime work, including employer
payments for health and welfare, pension, vacation, apprentices and similar purposes for
each craft, classification or type of workman needed, as set forth on the schedule, which
is on file at DISTRICT office and which will be made available to any interested person
upon request.

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR/NON-EXCLUSIVE AGREEMENT —

CONTRACTOR and the agents and employees of CONTRACTOR shall act at all times
in an independent capacity during the term of this Agreement and in the performance of
the services to be rendered hereunder and shall not act as or shall not be and shall not in
any manner be considered to be employees or agents of DISTRICT.

This is not an exclusive agreement between DISTRICT and CONTRACTOR, and
DISTRICT may obtain the same or similar services from another firm if DISTRICT
determines that is appropriate. DISTRICT is not obligated to have CONTRACTOR
provide a specific minimum amount of services pursuant to this Agreement.

SUBCONTRACTING — CONTRACTOR may, at CONTRACTOR's own expense,

retain or employ subcontractors to accomplish certain portions of the work covered by

this Agreement. However, except as specifically provided in the Compensation/Fee Rate
-15 -
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Schedule attached to this Agreement or as expressly identified in this Agreement, no
portion of the services pertinent to this Agreement shall be subcontracted without prior
written approval and authorization by DISTRICT.
Should one or more of the subcontractors, as identified in the Compensation/Fee Rate
Schedule attached to this Agreement or as expressly identified in this Agreement, become
unavailable, CONTRACTOR may substitute other subcontractors of equal or greater
competence upon written approval by DISTRICT. In the event that DISTRICT and
CONTRACTOR cannot agree as to the substitution of the subcontractor, DISTRICT may
terminate FACILITY SUBTASKS, pursuant to the applicable provisions of this
Agreement.
In the event CONTRACTOR subcontracts any portion of CONTRACTOR's duties under
this Agreement, CONTRACTOR shall require its subcontractors to comply with the
terms of this Agreement in the same manner as required of CONTRACTOR.
The fact that CONTRACTOR employs subcontractors not in its regular employ shall not
relieve CONTRACTOR of any responsibility regarding the adequacy of the
subcontractor's work performed or services provided pursuant to this Agreement.

CHANGES TO SCOPE OF SERVICES — CONTRACTOR shall not perform any

additional work or services outside the SCOPE OF SERVICES without the prior written
approval of DISTRICT's Operations Engineering Section. If, at any time during the
performance of an approved FACILITY SUBTASKS, CONTRACTOR believes that it
is necessary to include certain work or services which are not clearly covered under the
scope of an approved FACILITY SUBTASKS, CONTRACTOR shall immediately
notify DISTRICT (Attn: Operations Engineering Section) in writing of
CONTRACTOR's assertion that the work is out of scope. Said notification by

CONTRACTOR to DISTRICT shall not in any way be construed as proving that the work
-16 -
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or services in question are outside the scope of FACILITY SUBTASKS. DISTRICT's
Operations Engineering Section must approve or reject CONTRACTOR's assertion in
writing. In the event DISTRICT determines that CONTRACTOR is correct, the
additional work or services shall be authorized by a new or revised SCOPE OF
SERVICES that covers the new scope, cost and schedule. In the event that such
notification is not given or if DISTRICT is not afforded an opportunity to negotiate the
appropriate fee for such additional services prior to CONTRACTOR's commencement of
such additional services, then CONTRACTOR shall be deemed to have agreed to perform
the work or services without any additional compensation and to have accepted sole
responsibility for the performance of said work or services. Extra work done or services
performed without a new or revised SCOPE OF SERVICES from DISTRICT shall be
considered unauthorized and shall not be paid for by DISTRICT.

At any time during the performance of an approved FACILITY SUBTASKS, DISTRICT
may request that CONTRACTOR perform extra services. Any work which is determined
by DISTRICT to be necessary for the proper completion of the approved FACILITY
SUBTASKS, but which neither CONTRACTOR nor DISTRICT reasonably anticipated
would be necessary at the time the SCOPE OF SERVICES for the assigned FACILITY
SUBTASKS was approved, must be authorized by DISTRICT by a new or revised
SCOPE OF SERVICES.

At any time during the performance of FACILITY SUBTASKS, DISTRICT, upon
providing five (5) business days written notice to CONTRACTOR, may delete services
and the associated fees from FACILITY SUBTASKS. In the event DISTRICT requests
deletion of services from FACILITY SUBTASKS, DISTRICT shall make payment for
all services satisfactorily performed in accordance with the negotiated FACILITY

SUBTASKS up to the effective date of deletion; the amount of the payment shall be
-17 -

Page 41 of 61



23.

P8/

prorated to the total services necessary for completion of FACILITY SUBTASKS. Any

work product developed for the deleted services shall be provided to DISTRICT

(Attention: Operations Engineering Section).

DISPUTES

A.

In the event CONTRACTOR considers any work demanded of CONTRACTOR
to be outside the requirements of this Agreement, or if CONTRACTOR considers
any order, instruction or decision of DISTRICT to be unfair, CONTRACTOR
shall promptly, upon receipt of such order, instruction or decision, ask for a
written confirmation of the same whereupon CONTRACTOR shall proceed
without delay to perform the work or to conform to the order, instruction or
decision. However, if CONTRACTOR finds such order, instruction or decision
unsatisfactory, CONTRACTOR shall, within twenty-one (21) calendar days after
receipt of same, file a written protest with DISTRICT stating clearly and in detail
its objections and reasons therefor. Except for such protests or objections as are
made of record in the manner specified and within the time stated herein, and
except for such instances where the basis of a protest could not reasonably have
been foreseen by CONTRACTOR within the time limit specified for protest,
CONTRACTOR hereby waives all grounds for protests or objections to orders,
instruction or decisions of DISTRICT and hereby agrees that, as to all matters not
included in such protests, the orders, instructions and decisions of DISTRICT will
be limited to matters properly falling within DISTRICT's authority.

Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this Agreement which
cannot be resolved by mutual agreement may be settled by arbitration, provided

that parties hereto mutually agree to submit to arbitration.
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C. Neither the pendency of a dispute nor its consideration by arbitration shall excuse
CONTRACTOR from full and timely performance in accordance with the terms

of this Agreement.

ASSIGNMENT - Neither this Agreement nor any part thereof shall be assigned by

CONTRACTOR without the prior written consent of DISTRICT and approval by
DISTRICT Board of Supervisors.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST — CONTRACTOR covenants that it presently has no

interest, including, but not limited to, other projects or independent contracts, and shall
not acquire any such interest, direct or indirect, which would conflict in any manner or
degree with the performance of services required to be performed under this Agreement.
CONTRACTOR further covenants that in the performance of this Agreement, no person
having any such interest shall be employed or retained by it under this Agreement.

JURISDICTION/LAW/SEVERABILITY — This Agreement is to be construed in

accordance with the laws of the State of California. If any provision of this Agreement
is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void or unenforceable, the
remaining provisions shall be declared severable and shall be given full force and effect
to the extent possible.

Any legal action, in law or equity, related to the performance or interpretation of this
Agreement shall be filed only in the Superior Court for the State of California located in
Riverside, California, and parties waive any provision of law providing for a change of
venue to another location. Prior to the filing of any legal action, parties shall be obligated
to attend a mediation session with a neutral mediator to try to resolve the dispute.
WAIVER — Any waiver by DISTRICT of any breach of any one or more of the terms of
this Agreement shall not be construed to be a waiver of any subsequent or other breach

of the same or any other term thereof. Failure on the part of DISTRICT to require exact,
-19-
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30.

P8/
full and complete compliance with any terms of this Agreement shall not be construed as
in any manner changing the terms hereof or estopping DISTRICT from enforcement
hereof.

NON-DISCRIMINATION — In the performance of the terms of this Agreement,

CONTRACTOR shall not engage in nor permit others he/she may employ to engage in
discrimination in the employment of persons because of race, color, national origin or
ancestry, religion, physical handicap, disability as defined by the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), medical condition, marital status, or sex of such persons, in
accordance with the provisions of California Labor Code Section 1735.

NON-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS - It is mutually agreed and understood that the

obligation(s) of DISTRICT are limited by and contingent upon the availability of
DISTRICT funds for the reimbursement of CONTRACTOR's fees. In the event that such
funds are not forthcoming for any reason, DISTRICT shall immediately notify
CONTRACTOR in writing. This Agreement shall be deemed terminated and have no
further force and effect immediately upon receipt of DISTRICT's notification by
CONTRACTOR. In the event of such termination, CONTRACTOR shall be entitled to
reimbursement of its costs in accordance with Section 5 (COMPENSATION) and Section
6 (PAYMENT).

INDEMNIFICATION

A. Basic Indemnity

To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, CONTRACTOR shall
indemnify and hold harmless DISTRICT, the County of Riverside, its Agencies,
Districts, Special Districts and Departments, their respective directors, officers,
Board of Supervisors, elected and appointed officials, employees, agents and

representatives (individually and collectively hereinafter referred to as
=20 -
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"Indemnitees") from any and all Losses that arise out of or relate to any act or
omission constituting ordinary and not professional negligence (including,
without limitation, breach of contract), recklessness or willful misconduct on the
part of CONTRACTOR or its subcontractors or their respective employees,
agents, representatives or independent contractors or liability whatsoever, based
or asserted upon any services of CONTRACTOR, its officers, employees,
contractors, subcontractors, agents or representatives arising out of or in any way
relating to this Agreement, including, but not limited to, property damage, bodily
injury or death, or any other element of any kind or nature whatsoever arising
from the performance of CONTRACTOR, its officers, employees, contractors,
subcontractors, agents or representatives ("Indemnitors") from this Agreement.
"Losses" shall mean any and all economic and non-economic losses, costs,
liabilities, claims, damages, actions, judgments, settlements and expenses,
including, without limitation, full and actual attorney's fees (including, without
limitation, attorney's fees for trial and on appeal), expert and non-expert witness
fees, arbitrator and arbitration fees and mediator and mediation fees.
CONTRACTOR further agrees to and shall indemnify and hold harmless the
Indemnitees from all liability arising from suits, claims, demands, actions or
proceedings made by agents, employees or subcontractors of CONTRACTOR for
salary, wages, compensation, health benefits, insurance, retirement or any other
benefit not explicitly set forth in this contract and arising out of work performed
for DISTRICT pursuant to this Agreement. The Indemnitees shall be entitled to
the defense and indemnification provided for hereunder regardless of whether the
Loss is in part caused or contributed to by the acts or omissions of an Indemnitee

or any other person or entity; provided, however, that nothing contained herein
221 -
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shall be construed as obligating CONTRACTOR to indemnify and hold harmless
any Indemnitee.

CONTRACTOR shall defend, at its sole expense, all costs and fees, including,
but not limited to, attorney fees, cost of investigation, defense, and settlements or
awards, the Indemnitees in any claim or action based upon such alleged acts or
omissions.

With respect to any action or claim subject to indemnification herein by
CONTRACTOR, CONTRACTOR shall, at its sole cost, have the right to use
counsel of their own choice and shall have the right to adjust, settle or compromise
any such action or claim with the prior consent of DISTRICT, provided, however,
that any such adjustment, settlement or compromise in no manner whatsoever
limits or circumscribes CONTRACTOR's indemnification to Indemnitees as set
forth herein. CONTRACTOR's obligation hereunder shall be satisfied when
CONTRACTOR has provided to DISTRICT the appropriate form of dismissal
relieving DISTRICT from any liability for the action or claim involved.

The specified insurance limits required in this Agreement shall in no way limit or
circumscribe CONTRACTOR's obligations to indemnify and hold harmless the
Indemnitees herein from third party claims.

In the event there is conflict between this Section and California Civil Code
Section 2782, this Section shall be interpreted to comply with California Civil
Code Section 2782. Such interpretation shall not relieve CONTRACTOR from
indemnifying the Indemnitees to the fullest extent allowed by law.
CONTRACTOR agrees to obtain or cause to be obtained executed defense and
indemnity agreements with provisions identical to those set forth in Section 30A

from each and every subcontractor of every Tier. CONTRACTOR's
-2
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indemnification obligations under this Agreement shall not be limited by the
amount or type of damages, compensation or benefits payable under any policy
of insurance, workers' compensation acts, disability benefit acts or other employee
benefit acts. The Indemnitees shall be entitled to recover their attorneys' fees,
costs and expert and CONTRACTOR costs in pursuing or enforcing their right to
defense and/or indemnification under this Agreement.

FORCE MAJEURE - If either of Parties cannot comply with any provision of this

Agreement due to causes beyond its reasonable control and which could not have been
reasonably anticipated, such as acts of God, acts of war, civil disorders or other similar
acts, such party shall not be held liable for such failure to comply.

RECORD RETENTION/AUDIT

CONTRACTOR shall retain complete and accurate records relating to all reports,
documents and related records, including records related to the nature and extent of
CONTRACTOR's costs incurred while providing services authorized under this
Agreement, for at least five (5) years following the termination of this Agreement. These
records shall, upon request, be made available for inspection by DISTRICT.

DISTRICT, the County of Riverside, the State of California or any of their duly
authorized representatives shall have the right to review and to copy any records and
supporting documentation pertaining to the performance of this Agreement.
CONTRACTOR agrees to allow the auditor(s) access to such records during normal
business hours and to allow interviews of any employees who might reasonably have
information related to such records.

These same requirements shall be applicable to any of CONTRACTOR's subcontractors.
CONTRACTOR shall include the requirements stated in this section in the agreement

with any of its subcontractors.
-23-
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ENTIRE AGREEMENT — This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the

Parties hereto with respect to the subject matter hereof. Any modifications to the terms
of this Agreement must be in writing and signed by the Parties herein.

COUNTERPARTS., USE OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES — This Agreement may be

executed in any number of counterparts, each of which will be an original, but all of which
together will constitute one instrument. Each Party of this Agreement agrees to the use
of electronic signatures, such as digital signatures that meet the requirements of the
California Uniform Electronic Transactions Act ("CUETA" Cal. Civ. Code §§ 1633.1 to
1633.17), for executing this Agreement. The Parties further agree that the electronic
signatures of the Parties included in this Agreement are intended to authenticate this
writing and to have the same force and effect as manual signatures. Electronic signature
means an electronic sound, symbol or process attached to or logically associated with an
electronic record and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to sign the electronic
record pursuant to CUETA as amended from time to time. CUETA authorizes use of an
electronic signature for transactions and agreements among Parties in California,
including a government agency. Digital signature means an electronic identifier, created
by computer, intended by the Party using it to have the same force and effect as the use
of a manual signature and shall be reasonably relied upon by the Parties. For purposes of
this section, a digital signature is a type of "electronic signature" as defined in subdivision

(1) of Section 1633.2 of the Civil Code.

-4 -
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement on

(to be filled in by Clerk of the Board)

RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL: RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL
AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

By By
JASON E. UHLEY KAREN SPIEGEL, Chair
General Manager-Chief Engineer Riverside County Flood Control and Water
Conservation District Board of Supervisors

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ATTEST:
MINH C. TRAN KIMBERLY RECTOR
County Counsel Clerk of the Board
By By
Kristine Bell-Valdez Deputy

Supervising Deputy County Counsel

(SEAL)

Vegetation Management Contractor Services Agreement with Temecula-Elsinore-Anza-
Murrieta Resource Conservation District

Channel Maintenance and Restoration Services

Fiscal Year 2026/2027

9/9/26

RM:b]j
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TEMECULA-ELSINORE-ANZA-
MURRIETA RESOURCE
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

By

TERI BIANCARDI
President

Vegetation Management Contractor Services Agreement with Temecula-Elsinore-Anza-
Murrieta Resource Conservation District

Channel Maintenance and Restoration Services

Fiscal Year 2026/2027
9/9/26
RM:bl;j
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Conservation Technician Update

September 2026

California Fire Foundation Grant

The California Fire Foundation application has been submitted. I worked through the final round
of edits, and if funded, the grant would carry the home hardening program past the end of the
current I[ECF grant rather than letting it stop when that funding ends. The scope keeps the
assessments but focuses them on higher risk communities, and it places much greater weight on
Firewise support. That is the part I most want to grow; Firewise certification asks a lot of a
volunteer committee, and having the district available to help with the mapping and the risk

assessment could be what carries an interested community through certification.

Home Hardening and Firewise

Assessments are nearing completion for the RFFC grant, and most of my program time went
toward scheduling the final appointments and completing the quarterly report for IECF. Three
workshops have been held and a fourth is scheduled, and the home hardening video is currently
in editing. The more significant shift this month was on Firewise. We are working out how the
district can fully support a community through becoming a Firewise site, rather than providing
information and stepping back. To be certified, a community must establish a site boundary with
an accurate home count and complete a risk assessment, and much of that is work we already
know how to do. I also completed a Firewise walkthrough to identify where the gaps are on the
ground. The goal is a process we can repeat for any community in the district that wants to

pursue certification.
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Regional Priority Plan

We are putting real effort into the Regional Priority Plan this fall. I am meeting with many
partners in the district to identify projects that belong in the plan; a recent meeting with Murrieta
Fire was part of that effort and produced projects we can enter into the RPP. Our approach is to
populate the plan with each potential project we can identify with partners and refine the list
later. A project in the plan is not a commitment to complete it, but a project that is not in the plan

is much harder to fund in future cycles, so we would rather lean towards inclusivity.

Flood Control

Following the site tour with SAWA, I developed a proposed budget organized around activities
rather than individual sites, and Flood Control is in the process of confirming which priorities
they would like to move forward with. The options build on our existing work, including
homeless monitoring and invasive management, and adds several new components: fire
resilience work such as removal of downed woody debris and dead palms, clearing of blocked
outfalls and in-channel debris, sediment removal and erosion repair ahead of storm season, fence
and access road repair, and outreach to neighboring landowners where invasives such as tamarisk

are spreading from adjacent parcels.

Easements

SAWA has been doing excellent work at Greer Ranch. I visited the site ahead of the final site
walk to confirm everything was in order, and it was. They have cleared all of the larger downed
woody debris and are completing the final touches. Their equipment broke down the day before

the walk, so one last round of work remains, but the difference on the property is significant.
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This project has been years in the making, and I am excited to see it coming together. It has also

strengthened our working relationships with the Greer Ranch community and with Murrieta Fire.

Cannabis Restoration and IERC Training

We were notified that the Cannabis Restoration Grant will not be awarded to us this funding
cycle. It appears the program received reduced funding this year and is not able to take on
additional projects. The IERC cannabis reclamation training is still moving forward and is now
scheduled for late November or early December. It nearly overlapped with the CARCD

conference, but the training dates were changed before we needed to cancel anything.
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TNC Celebrates the Signing of Landmark Wildlife Connectivity

PRESS RELEASES

The Nature Conservancy Celebrates the
Signing of Landmark Wildlife
Connectivity Legislation

Sacramento, CA | Published September 29, 2026
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TNC Celebrates the Signing of Landmark Wildlife Connectivity

“California takes a significant step in making safer, smarter

highways for people and wildlife.”

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) applauds Governor Newsom for his signing of Senate Bill
1250, which will make California’s roads safer while contributing to the state’s wildlife
conservation goals by supporting wildlife connectivity. SB 1250, authored by Senator
Cortese and sponsored by TNC, was signed into law today at the California Natural

Resources Agency’s 30x30 Partnership Summit.

TNC’s leadership in connectivity conservation spans more than 25 years and includes the
landmark California Missing Linkages effort launched in 2000, which identified over 200
priority wildlife linkages and shaped today’s statewide connectivity planning. In January
2026, TNC co-hosted the 25th Anniversary Missing Linkages Symposium in Sacramento,
convening agency, science, NGO and many other partners as well as tribal representatives
to assess progress and chart actions needed through 2050. TNC also sponsored AB 2785 in
2008, which established the Essential Habitat Connectivity Project - the first time
Caltrans and California Department of Fish and Game (CDFW) mapped habitat

connectivity corridors in California.

This body of work, together with our partnerships in California Wildlife Reconnected

(CWR) and with Senator Cortese, led to the idea of aligning ecological movement corridors

with planned State Highway System (SHS) upgrades to deliver safer roads and resilient
‘scapes and, subsequently, the creation of SB 1250.
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TNC Celebrates the Signing of Landmark Wildlife Connectivity

for wildlife connectivity while increasing driver safety and reducing traffic congestion. The
measure will also require the California Transportation Commission to review and approve

a supplemental list for wildlife connectivity assets on the state highway system.

Over the course of the legislative session, SB 1250 received support from over 90
organizations, including local governments, transportation agencies, land trusts and a
broad area of wildlife advocacy groups, as well as bipartisan support in the Legislature. SB

1250 will become law in January 2027.

“We are thrilled that Governor Newsom has signed SB 1250 into law,” said Michael Jarred,
Associate Director, State Policy Lead at TNC in California. “SB 1250 not only establishes a
framework for improving highways for people and wildlife in California. It also serves as a
foundation for future policy in California and acts as a model for other states seeking to
align transportation planning, public safety and wildlife conservation. We are grateful for
Senator Cortese’s leadership on this bill and look forward to working with the next

governor on implementing this policy in January.”

The Nature Conservancy is a global conservation organization dedicated to
conserving the lands and waters on which all life depends. Guided by science, we
create innovative, on-the-ground solutions to our world’s toughest challenges so
that nature and people can thrive together. We are tackling climate change,
conserving lands, waters and oceans at an unprecedented scale, providing food and
water sustainably and helping make cities more resilient. The Nature Conservancy
is working to make a lasting difference around the world in 86 countries and
territories (41 by direct conservation impact and 45 through partners) through a
collaborative approach that engages local communities, governments, the private
sector, and other partners. For more news, visit our newsroom or follow The

Nature Conservancy on LinkedIn.
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“There’s a version of Southern Califor-
nia’s future where mountain lions aren’t
here anymore,” said Clifton Meek, district
manager of the Temecula-Elsinore-Anza-
Murrieta Resource Conservation District
in Riverside County. “That’s not a hypo-
thetical. It’s a trajectory that we’re on.

“I don’t want to live in a world where
that’s an outcome that we accept.”

Wildlife experts, environmental groups,
local and state officials, citizens and civic
organizations have been working on a way
around — or rather, over — the problem.

A wildlife crossing near Temecula
could allow the Orange County lions to
go east by moving over the barrier of
I-15 so they can mingle and reproduce
with lions from San Diego County’s Pen-
insular Ranges, which include Palomar
Mountain and the Cuyamaca and Lagu-
na ranges.

The need for a crossing in the region
has been acknowledged for decades, but
progress has been slow. Until this year,
it has been difficult to bridge the huge
gap between the scientifically recog-
nized need and the required funding.

But a $4 million grant from the Cal-
ifornia Wildlife Conservation Board
to the Riverside conservation district
kickstarted the project in March and
moved it a step closer to fruition. The
grant will fund design and planning. A
consulting company with expertise in
wildlife crossings has been hired. In
July, Caltrans signed on to handle state
and federal environmental reviews of
the project.

Hurdles remain, including securing
money for construction and other costs,
which initial estimates pegged at $50
million. But Meek said if all goes well,
ground could be broken in four years, and
the project could be completed in six.

The proposed site of the crossing,
which would span eight lanes of free-
way, is at Rainbow Canyon, about 1.5
miles south of Temecula. The eastern
side would connect with more than
90 acres of land owned by The Nature
Conservancy. The western side is part
of the Santa Margarita Ecological Re-
serve and is owned by San Diego State
University.

Native plants planned for the crossing

JILIAN BURETZ

The I-15 corridor near Temecula is a prime
example of how California’s highways harm
wildlife, including mountain lions, explains
Angus McLean, The Nature Conservancy’s
project manager for wildlife corridors in
California.

would benefit about 25 additional spe-
cies, including bobcats, deer, birds and
butterflies. A grove of oak trees on the
western side of I-15 could provide cover
and protection for moving animals — a
wildlife corridor of its own.

STUDIED FOR DECADES

Southern California’s mountain lion
populations have been studied by wild-
life ecologists since the late 1980s. Many
factors have constrained the lions, but
the most glaring impediment has been
the fragmentation and isolation created
by the state’s transportation network.

“California’s roads and highways
connect millions of drivers every day,”
said Angus McLean, The Nature Con-
servancy’s project manager for wildlife
corridors and crossings in California.
“Unfortunately, they weren’t designed
with nature in mind. Our transportation
infrastructure has left isolated patches
of wildlands that animals — like the Cal-
ifornia mountain lion — are unable to
move between.”
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I-15 Rainbow Canyon
Wildlife Crossing

Temecula-Elsinore-Anza-Murrieta
Resource Conservation District
(TEAM RCD) is managing the current
planning and design phase of the
project in partnership with The Nature
Conservancy, Caltrans District 8
and the Western Riverside Regional
Conservation Authority.

Website
Email
951-389-3890
Mail
P.0. Box 2078
Temecula, CA 92593

The I-15 corridor near Temecula is a
prime example of how these split land-
scapes harm wildlife, he said. Animals
that can’t cross the highway are forced
to mate within a limited genetic pool.
This has already led to birth defects
among mountain lions in the area, in-
cluding a tail deformity and reproduc-
tive system abnormalities.

“The Orange County (west) side has
a lot of great mountain lion habitat,
but it’s at its carrying capacity,” Mc-
Lean said. “The lions need to disperse.
There’s no space for them in the Santa
Ana Mountains.”

Orange County’s mountain lions are
considered at greatest risk of further de-
cline among California populations. But
five other groups, including those in the
San Diego County mountain ranges to the
east, are also listed as threatened under
the California Endangered Species Act.

“This wildlife crossing will be a critical
passage for mountain lions and multiple

Continued on Page 9
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other animal species to move from the
coastal mountain ranges into the Penin-
sular Ranges and beyond, diversifying
populations and helping these species to
become more resilient and adaptive to a
changing climate,” McLean said.

VEHICLE COLLISIONS

Animals that have attempted to move
to new territory have long faced a sig-
nificant risk of being hit by vehicles. A
mountain lion was killed in an accident
on Ortega Highway in Orange County
just in August.

At least 613 mountain lions died from
vehicle collisions in California between
2016 and 2023, according to data from
the University of California Davis Road
Ecology Center.

The statistics showed that “mountain
lions were being killed by vehicles faster
than they could reproduce,” said Meek,
who previously worked for the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency reviewing
large construction projects to improve
wildlife connectivity and limit collisions.
“It’s sad to me that most mountain lions
die in a way that’s extremely preventable.”

Nationwide, there are more than a
million vehicle collisions a year with
all types of wildlife. An average of 200
people died in vehicle-wildlife collisions
per year from 2020 to 2024, according
to U.S. Department of Transportation
studies. The Federal Highway Adminis-
tration estimates the annual economic
impact is $8 billion.

“Crossings pay for themselves many
times over just in safety alone — not
to mention the environmental value,”
Meek explained.

But many mountain lions never at-
tempt to cross the freeway. It’s typical
for those searching for new territory
to reverse course when they encounter
such a dangerous barrier, according to
Winston Vickers, who began monitoring
mountain lion populations in the region
in 2003.

“You can see where the GPS loca-
tion dots indicate that mountain lions
approach the freeway, then turn back,
both at the Temecula Creek bridge and
further south,” said Vickers, who is a
UC Davis wildlife research veterinari-

#  Mountan Lion Modsity (Al Yaams)
SO Dartiecs D02 (Mourninin Lon)

- COFW 2022 Pricry Gameon

Map Courtesy Road Ecology Cenler (REC)
Data fram REC, COFYY, & Winston Vickers (UCD) B

2023 UC DAVIS CALIFORNIA WILDLIFE-VEHICLE CONFLICT REPORT P-22 EDITION
This map provides information about mountain lion mortality on Southern California state
highways. It also identifies roads and other infrastructure that the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife has determined impede wildlife movement.

an and former director of the Southern
California Mountain Lion Project.

He estimates the population of Orange
County mountain lions at 40, although
the animals’ movement between three
counties makes it difficult to be precise.

He acknowledges that it is hard not to
get emotionally attached to the animals.

“Sometimes we get to follow a female
through raising multiple litters,” he said.

Other times, the feeling is a tug at the
heart, especially when he is dealing with
“dispersers,” the mountain lions that
seek new territory.

“If, for instance, I handled one as a kit-
ten and then later applied a collar before
it dispersed — that can be hard because
the dispersers are at higher mortality
risk.”
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DECIDING ON LOCATION

One big, early challenge for the proj-
ect was deciding where to put the pro-
posed crossing. Combining tracking
data and records of areas where lions
had been killed by vehicles helped nar-
row the choices. Steep slopes and other
landscape challenges were also consid-
ered, Vickers said.

Once the site was chosen, conserva-
tion groups like The Nature Conservan-
cy worked with San Diego State Univer-
sity and the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife to secure property on
both sides of the highway at the poten-
tial crossing location.

Building a crossing, Vickers explained,
involves complex factors. For example,

Continued on Page 10
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wildlife researchers have discovered that
some mountain lions have approached
a busy highway in an area with a good
wildlife crossing but not used it.

“We have learned that both sound and
light, along with just the presence of hu-
mans, can dissuade them from using a
crossing,” he said. “So sound and light
barriers of different types can be help-
ful”

One common solution is the use of
berms, which can help create quiet and
dark pathways for animals.

McLean said well planned and built
wildlife crossings are highly effective.

“When placed in areas of known wild-
life movement, crossings with elements
such as fencing have reduced wildlife-
vehicle collisions by up to 97%,” he ex-
plained. “We have decades of science in
this specific area that will be carefully
incorporated into the design to make
sure we get it right.”

Meek is optimistic that funds can be
acquired through some combination of
state, federal and private contributions,
including support from The Nature
Conservancy. That’s been the pattern
with similar projects across the country.

The imminent risk of the animals’
genetic extinction should be enough to
attract dollars, he said. “I think that’s a
story that will resonate with most peo-
ple”

The future economic and political
climate will also be part of the funding
equation, but so far state agencies and
officials have fully backed the project.
On the national level, the U.S. House
of Representatives voted in May to ex-
tend and increase funding for the Wild-
life Crossings Pilot Program created in
2021.

For Meek, preserving and protecting
wildlife, especially mountain lions, is a
passion.

“There are times I get so emotional
about this, I start crying,” he said. “It’s
not just a construction project. It’s a
statement about what we think a moun-
tain lion’s life is worth.

“We still have something wild. For me,
a Southern California without mountain
lions would be kind of tragic.”

P-35, a female
mountain

lion collared

by National
Park Service
biologists in the

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Santa Susana
Mountains,
northwest of
Los Angeles.

Mountain Lion 101

« Common name: Mountain lion

« Scientific name: Puma concolor

« Also known as: Cougar, puma, panther and catamount

« Size: Adult males are generally larger than females. California males
can measure 7 to 8 feet long, including the tail; females are about 5
to 7 feet. The tail alone can reach 3 feet.

- Appearance: Adults are generally tawny or tan, with a lighter under-
side and black-tipped tail. Kittens are born with dark spots that begin
fading when they are about 3 months old.

« Diet: Primarily deer and other large animals, although mountain lions
will also take smaller prey. They are ambush predators, relying on
stealth and surprise.

» Gestation: About 90 days

- Babies: Called kittens. Females typically have two to four kittens and
can give birth at any time of year.

« Growing up: Young generally remain with their mother for 18 to 24
months, learning to hunt before setting out on their own.

« Lifestyle: Mostly solitary and elusive. Adults maintain large home
ranges; some mountain lions may range across as much as 200
square miles.

» Life span: A mountain lion reaching 12 years in the wild is considered
very old. In captivity, they have lived as long as 20 years.

« Status: Threatened in parts of Southern California and the Central
Coast under the California Endangered Species Act. Habitat loss,
fragmentation and the isolation of small populations are among the
major threats.

Sources: California Department of Fish and Wildlife; National Park Service,
Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area
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Cover Story: Crossing for Survival

e

COURTESY PHOTO

More than 300,000 vehicles a day pass beneath the Wallis Annenberg Wildlife Crossing, which will provide wildlife with a

safer route between habitats when it opens in December.

A Wildlife Crossing Opens in Los Angeles

recent years is nearly ready to open.
The Wallis Annenberg Wildlife Crossing — the world’s
largest wildlife crossing — spans 10 lanes of U.S. Highway 101,
along the Ventura Freeway, and is 174 feet wide.

The crossing, in Agoura Hills, will connect habitat in the San-
ta Monica Mountains with the Simi Hills, giving mountain lions
and other wildlife a safer way to move through a landscape
fragmented by one of Southern California’s busiest freeways.

Ground was broken in 2022 after decades of study, envi-
ronmental review, fundraising and planning. The Los Ange-
les County project is a massive public-private collaboration
whose core partners include Caltrans, the National Wildlife
Federation, the National Park Service and the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy/Mountains Recreation & Conservation
Authority. The Annenberg Foundation is a major private funder.

The crossing will open to wildlife Dec. 2. Although the
overpass itself will remain closed to people to protect wildlife
and newly established native plants, the public is invited to
celebrate its completion.

T he wildlife crossing that has drawn the most attention in

HOW TO ATTEND

Public Ribbon-Cutting &
P-22 Legacy Celebration

Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2026
11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
King Gillette Ranch
26800 Mulholland Highway,
Calabasas

The community festival will include a
live broadcast of the ribbon-cutting
ceremony, partner exhibits, music,

special guests and interactive displays.
Tickets are required. Donations are
$10 for ages 13 and older and $5 for
children 12 and younger. Group pricing
and scholarships may be available for
schools and other groups.

For tickets and additional information:
WEBSITE
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