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Hi all,
The letter is now attached.
CARCD is supporting McGuire's SB 716, the Sustainable Conservation bill to extend the Habitat Restoration and
Enhancement Act. Please find our letter of support attached.
We would like to deliver this letter next week with as many RCD co-signers as possible.
If your RCD would like to sign on, please reply to max-odland@carcd.org (cc'd) by Thursday, April 1 with the
name and title of the signatory and the name and logo of your RCD .

Thank you,
Best,
Max Odland
Forest Program Manager, CARCD

max-odland@carcd.org
(530) 350-5845

On Fri, Mar 26, 2021 at 3:27 PM Max Odland <CARCD_legupdate@carcd.memberclicks.net> wrote:
Hello RCDs,
Apologies to any DMs or EDs who have already received this from the DM listserv--we want to make sure we have
covered our basis with this support letter.
CARCD is supporting McGuire's SB 716, the Sustainable Conservation bill to extend the Habitat Restoration and
Enhancement Act. Please find our letter of support attached.
We would like to deliver this letter next week with as many RCD co-signers as possible.
If your RCD would like to sign on, please reply to max-odland@carcd.org (cc'd) by Thursday, April 1 with the
name and title of the signatory and the name and logo of your RCD .
Thank you,
Max Odland
Forest Program Manager

California Association of Resource Conservation Districts (CARCD)
801 K Street, MS 14-15, Sacramento, CA 95814
Email: max-odland@carcd.org
Phone: (530) 350-5845

https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6271&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1

1/2

3/29/2021

Roundcube Webmail :: [CARCD & PPG Legislative Updates] CARCD SB 716 Support Letter Sign On

Website | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram
Your local partners in conservation and agriculture.

This e-List is for updates and announcements related to CARCD's legislative and advocacy work with Pacific Policy
Group. You can unsubscribe at any time by logging into the RCD Member Portal and adjusting your contact
preferences. For assistance please contact emily-sutherland@carcd.org.

California Association of Resource Conservation Districts • 801 K Street, MS 14-15, Sacramento, California 95814,
United States • (916) 457-7904
Remove My Email

•

Privacy Policy

This e-List is for updates and announcements related to CARCD's legislative and advocacy work with Pacific Policy
Group. You can unsubscribe at any time by logging into the RCD Member Portal and adjusting your contact
preferences. For assistance please contact emily-sutherland@carcd.org.

California Association of Resource Conservation Districts • 801 K Street, MS 14-15, Sacramento, California 95814,
United States • (916) 457-7904
Remove My Email

•

Privacy Policy

https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6271&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1

2/2

March _. 2021
The Honorable Henry Stern
Chair, Senate Natural Resources & Water Committee
State Capitol, Room 5080
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: SB 716 (McGuire) – The Habitat Restoration and Enhancement Act – SUPPORT
Dear Senator Stern,
On behalf of the California Association of Resource Conservation Districts (CARCD) and the
undersigned individual Resource Conservation Districts (RCDs), we write to express our strong
support for SB 716 (McGuire), a bill that seeks to extend the Habitat Restoration and
Enhancement Act (HREA) that is set to sunset on January 1, 2022. HREA was enacted by AB
2193 (Gordon, 2014), a bill that not one legislator voted against in a policy hearing, fiscal
hearing, or floor vote in either house.
California is home to 95 Resource Conservation Districts (RCDs) that serve rural, urban, and
suburban populations throughout the state. CARCD represents the network of RCDs comprised
of conservation professionals and local experts committed to seeing our landscapes and
communities thrive through the local services we provide and the relationships we have forged
with our neighbors and colleagues. Many RCDs are at the forefront of preserving California’s
incredible biodiversity, working with landowners to implement projects and improve practices to
enhance the many habitat types across the state.
The Habitat Restoration and Enhancement Act was enacted to create a simplified permitting
process at the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) for landowners, state and local
government agencies, and conservation organizations to implement small-scale, voluntary
habitat restoration and enhancement projects. The underlying basis for AB 2193 was that gaining
the necessary agency approvals to implement habitat improvement and clean-water restoration
projects can be time-consuming, complicated, and expensive, and, as a result, many project
proponents forego opportunities to restore the natural resources under their care.
The expedited permit approval process for DFW created by AB 2193 is a proven success with
more than 70 projects implemented to date and the number of projects implemented annually
continues to grow. RCDs have utilized the process to implement critical habitat restoration
projects in coastal counties from Monterey up to Humboldt, as well as in the inland counties of
Shasta, Siskiyou, and Tehama. We anticipate more RCDs implementing restoration projects that
that benefit from HREA in the years to come should SB 716 pass.
Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-82-20 highlights the critical role California’s
biodiversity plays in the state’s communities and economy and that biodiversity is in decline.
The Executive Order specifically calls out the need to “[i]mplement actions to increase the pace
and scale of environmental restoration and land management efforts by streamlining the State’s
process to approve and facilitate these projects.” HREA is a tool that already exists in the state’s

toolbox to meet this need, enabling DFW to streamline the approval of voluntary habitat
restoration projects and increase the pace and scale of implementing these projects. Extending
the sunset by another five years and maintaining this successful policy will help implement EO
N-82-20.
CARCD and our undersigned member RCDs are pleased to support SB 716 to extend the HREA.
We are grateful to Senator McGuire for his leadership in authoring this bill and respectfully
request your “Aye” vote when the bill is heard in committee.
Sincerely,
Karen Buhr
Executive Director
CARCD
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March 2021 Take Action Brief
As we move into the one-year anniversary of the pandemic, this will be a pivotal month
for both federal and state legislation. CSDA's efforts remain focused on gaining access
to COVID-19 relief funding in any form, with a growing coalition of 500 organizations
across the nation supporting the effort. Once the federal COVID-19 legislative process
concludes, CSDA will turn its attention to the need for securing funding for shovel-ready
special district capital improvement projects that will repair our community's aging
infrastructure and help revitalize our economy.
Other priorities this month include protecting against efforts from interest groups to delay
the coming local property tax deadline, which would cut off the lifeblood that many
special districts rely on to fund their frontline workers and make payments on bond
obligations for critical infrastructure. CSDA also continues to play a leading role in advocating for responsible
improvements to the Brown Act and defending against additional unfunded mandates.

Read the full Take Action Brief Here

Can Your District Put Infrastructure Funding to Use in Your Community?

In anticipation of impending policy discussions and potential funding opportunities focused on
infrastructure investments at both the state and federal levels, CSDA needs your input on your top
infrastructure priorities and the status of well-positioned projects that can help make the case for
special district access to funding.
Please take a few minutes to fill out this brief survey that will provide us a snapshot of district priorities
and needs. Specifically, your answers will help us understand:
teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6186&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1
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1. Your district's infrastructure funding priorities
2. Whether you have deferred, delayed, or cancelled any capital improvement projects
3. How much funding is needed
4. If your project(s) relate to State-level priorities, such as climate and disaster resilience

Take Action: Complete the Infrastructure Survey

Member Benefit:
CSDA Members earn more than $50,000
Participants of CSDA's Commercial Card program recently received rebates totaling over $50,000, with some
agencies receiving more than $4,000 cash back. Especially designed for CSDA members and administered by
Umpqua Bank, the CSDA Commercial Card program provides online reporting tools, greater security over employee
spending, and enhanced rebate opportunities. Contact Member Services at 877.924.2732 for more information on how
to streamline your business processes with the CSDA Commercial Card from Umpqua Bank.

Are You Engaged With Your Local CSDA Chapter?
Participation in your local chapter will give your district the unique opportunity to engage with other districts in your
area. This creates a perfect forum to discuss LOCAL issues and the opportunity to collaborate with other districts on
similar objectives and goals. Chapter events are also a great venue to give recognition to special districts who have
gone above and beyond.
Statewide, there are 22 CSDA chapters. In the Southern Network, there are currently four (4):

Association of San Bernardino County Special Districts (ASBCSD)
Independent Special Districts of Orange County (ISDOC)
San Diego Chapter of CSDA (SDCSDA)
Special Districts Association of Riverside County (SDARC)
Don't see a chapter in your area? Feel free to contact me at chrisp@csda.net or 714-743-7404 and I'll be happy to
discuss the chapter formation process with you.
CSDA bylaws permit and encourage the establishment of local special district organizations that are eligible to be local
chapters of the state association. The purpose of these groups is to provide a local forum for the discussion, exchange
of ideas concerning matters of importance to, and to make recommendations to the CSDA Board of Directors.
Thank you for the opportunity to be of service to you in 2021. I look forward to working with you.
Best Regards,
Chris Palmer
Senior Public Affairs Field Coordinator
California Special Districts Association
Southern Network

chrisp@csda.net
714-743-7404 cell
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Webinar: Tips and Tricks for
CSDA Annual Awards
Wednesday, March 31, 2021
10:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Free to everyone

CSDA WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

March 23, 2021

Coalition Forming to Request
COVID-19 Relief from State

Special districts, cities, counties, labor organizations,
businesses, non-profits, and other leaders are invited to
participate in a statewide coalition to urge the State of
California to extend special districts access to
Coronavirus fiscal relief. Special districts are
encouraged to participate in the coalition and invite their
community stakeholders to sign-on in support.
Sign-on to Statewide COVID-19 Relief Coalition by
March 31 and download Community Stakeholder
Sample Email at csda.net/take-action/covid.
READ MORE

Registration Now Open – 2021
Virtual Special Districts
Legislative Days May 18 – 19

Save $50 off regular registration prices AND buy one
registration, get one free!
Registration includes a federal legislative briefing from
National Special Districts Coalition lobbyists, state
legislative briefing from CSDA lobbyists, keynote
presentations from top state and federal officials, three
breakout sessions, access to the event online
community, and access to all recorded sessions
through May 28!
REGISTER NOW
https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6252&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1
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TAKE ACTION

Legislature Makes Early
Moves on RevenueRelated Measures

Two significant measures
affecting special district
revenues underwent positive
developments early in the
legislative process:
1. AB 59 (Gabriel) Mitigation
Fee Act: fees: notice and
timelines – CSDA Opposed.
This measure has several
components that create new
mandates and liability on
water and utility focused
districts.
2. SB 219 (McGuire)
Property taxation:
delinquent penalties and
costs: cancellation: public
health orders.— CSDA
Support. SB 219 is
sponsored by the California
Association of County
Treasurers and Tax Collectors
to allow property tax late
payment penalty relief on a
case-by-case basis.
Read More

MEMBER RESOURCES

Get 30% Off Job
Postings in CSDA
Career Center!
With its focus on special
districts and local government
professionals, the CSDA
Career Center offers members
– employer and job seeker
alike – an easy-to-use, highly
targeted resource for
employment connections.
Your district can post jobs
online, search for qualified
candidates based on specific
job criteria, and create an
online resume agent to email
qualified candidates daily.
You'll also benefit from online
reporting that provides job
activity statistics.
Use the promo code CSDA30
to receive 30% off any career
service or posting between
now and April 30.
Learn More

LEARN

Webinar: Independent
Contractors, Dynamex &
AB5

Tuesday, March 30, 2021
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Free CSDA Member
$95 Non-member
Beginning January 1, 2020
dramatic changes took effect
that dictated how employers
classify workers - as
employees or independent
contractors. The ruling in
Dynamex and AB5 affected
nearly every industry sector
throughout the California
landscape. Join us to discuss
the parameters of the ABC
test, industry exemptions, and
when the Borello factors come
back into play when
classifying your workforce.
Learn best practices on how to
meet these new requirements
and avoid the pitfalls of
misclassification.
Register

WEELY FEDERAL GRANTS UPDATE

WEEKLY FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

New Section from our partnership with
the National Special Districts Coalition
(NSDC)

New Section: Weekly Updates from the
National Special Districts Coalition
(NSDC)

Department of Interior:
FY 2021 Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization
Grants Program

The Senate is in session this week while the
House is in recess (however, several House
committees are holding virtual hearings this

https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6252&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1
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This program supports the rehabilitation of
historic properties of significance at the national,
state, and local level in order to foster economic
development of rural communities. Award
recipients will use funds to provide subgrants
that include architectural/engineering services
and physical preservation activities.

week). On Monday, the Senate voted to confirm
Boston Mayor Marty Walsh to be the 29th
Secretary of Labor by a vote of 68-29, the last
Cabinet secretary in the Biden Administration to
be confirmed.
The full NSDC Legislative Update is available on
our blog.

More Grants

Read More

Virtual Workshop: Rate Setting
Under Propositions 218 & 26

April 14 and 15, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
$175 CSDA Member, $260 Non-member
Proposition 218 and 26 establish legal frameworks
and constraints for public agencies when fees and
charges, including property-related fees, capacity
and connection fees, and other miscellaneous fees.
This virtual workshop will focus on the legal and
practical requirements for rate-setting. REGISTER!

ENDORSED AFFILATE WEBINAR

CalTRUST Presents: What Does
BlackRock Think?

Tuesday, April 6, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. PST
Join CSDA's Endorsed Affiliate, CalTRUST, to
hear straight from their Investment Management
team. BlackRock's Head of Short Duration
Product Strategy, Ludwig Marek, will discuss the
current market environment, the March Fed
meeting, and provide an outlook for the coming
months. The webinar is offered at no-cost and is
available to both existing shareholders as well
as any public agency who does not already
participate with CalTRUST.
Register

CSDA FINANCE CORPORATION

Bridge Loan Provides Relief for
Murphys Sanitary District

Murphys Sanitary District was approved for
financial assistance from SRF for the upgrade of
their wastewater treatment plant, with funds to
be delivered in the form of a reimbursement
grant. The district reached out to the CSDA
Finance Corporation for assistance in obtaining
a $4 million bridge loan to tide them over
between reimbursements. Finance Corporation
consultants were able to identify two bridge
funding options for the district, including an
affordable option that allowed the district to
make prepayments...
Read More

SDLF

Are you up for the
challenge?

Complete the Transparency
Commitment Form and
required steps on the SDLF
Transparency Checklist for
your district to be on their way
to receiving SDLF's
Transparency Certificate of
Excellence and getting
recognized for your efforts!
Your district could receive:

CAREER CENTER
Check out the most recent
job postings in CSDA's
Career Center.
Equipment Operator – HiDesert Water District
Production Operator I/II –
Sacramento Suburban Water
District
Laboratory Technician I –
Contra Costa Mosquito &
Vector Control District

RFP CLEARINGHOUSE
To post an RFP or receive
notifications when a new
RFP is posted, join the RFP
Clearinghouse Community.
RFP – Strategic
Communications and
Engagement Plan
RFP – Triennial Performance
Audit
RFP – Organizational
Assessment and

https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6252&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1
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• Use of the SDLF
Transparency Certificate of
Excellence logo
• SDLF Transparency
Certificate of Excellence
certificate and window cling
• Presentation of the certificate
at a district board meeting or
the CSDA Annual Conference

Maintenance Chief – San
Juan Water District
Accountant – West County
Wastewater District

Read More

Comprehensive
Compensation Study
RFP – Compensation and
Benefits Survey
RFP –Dissolved Air Flotation
(DAF) Painting
Read More

Learn More

California Special Districts Association
1112 I Street, Suite 200
Sacramento CA, 95814
Phone - 877.924.2732
www.csda.net
Manage Email Preferences/Unsubscribe

Powered by Higher Logic
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Virtual Workshop: Prevailing Wage:
Basics and Beyond
Wednesday and Thursday, March 24 and 25, 2021
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. each day
$175 CSDA Member I $260 Non-member

CSDA WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

March 16, 2021

2021 CSDA Award
Nominations Now Open!

CSDA recognizes outstanding contributions by
members of the association in the following categories:
• Board Member of the Year
• General Manager of the Year
• Staff Member of the Year
• Ralph Heim Exceptional Outreach & Advocacy
• William Hollingsworth Award of Excellence
• Chapter of the Year
• Innovative Program/Project of the Year
• Exceptional Public Outreach & Advocacy
• Excellence in Technology – NEW this year!
CSDA award nominations must be submitted by
Friday, May 14, 2021. LEARN MORE!

ILG Beacon Program/Awards
Open to Special Districts!

CSDA is pleased to announce additional award
recognition opportunities for special districts through
our affiliate organization, the Institute for Local
Government (ILG). ILG's Beacon Program has provided
a framework for local governments to be recognized for
voluntary efforts that contribute to more sustainable and
resilient communities. Special districts are now eligible
to join the program and apply for awards. Starting April
1, whether your agency is a Beacon participant or not,
you will be able to submit an innovative project,
teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6198&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1
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program, plan, or policy your agency has implemented
for award consideration due July 1. LEARN MORE!

Could Your District Put
Infrastructure Funding to Use
in Your Community?

With the federal COVID-19 legislative packaged signed,
Congress will turn its attention to an infrastructure
funding package and you can help CSDA ensure
special districts' capital improvement projects are
eligible. Please take a few minutes to fill out this brief
survey that will provide us a snapshot of district
priorities and needs. Please submit your responses by
no later than March 19. READ MORE
TAKE SURVEY

TAKE ACTION

MEMBER RESOURCES

Special Districts Must
Seek Transfer to Access
American Rescue Plan
Act COVID-19 Relief
Funding

Look to CSDA's
Endorsed Affiliate,
CalTRUST, as your next
Investment Vehicle

President Joe Biden signed on
March 11 the American
Rescue Plan Act. The $1.9
trillion bill includes $360 billion
for state and local government
relief. While special districts
are explicitly named in the
legislation as eligible to
receive funding, they did not
receive direct access and
must now request a funding
transfer to address COVID-19
impacts. California is expected
to receive an estimated
$42.63 billion from the newlyestablished Coronavirus State
Fiscal Recovery Fund, with
$26.6 billion reserved for state
programming and the
remainder directed to cities...
Read More

The Investment Trust of
California (CalTRUST) is a
program created by and for
California public agencies to
provide efficient, convenient,
and professionally managed
investment solutions.
CalTRUST offers the option of
several accounts to provide
participating agencies with a
convenient method of
investing funds within the
California Public Agency
Investment Guidelines –
including a money market
fund. Visit the CalTRUST
website below for additional
details and information.

CalTRUST

teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6198&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1
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SDLA Module 1:
Governance
Foundations

Wednesday and Thursday,
March 24 and 25, 2021
1:00 – 4:00 p.m. each day
$175 CSDA Member
$260 Non-member
In this virtual workshop,
attendees will discover:
• Why good governance is so
important to the overall wellbeing of the district
• The traits of effective board
members
• What good governance
means and how to effectively
put it into practice
• How to move your board
from "I" to "we," including how
to become an effective team,
establish team standards, and
essential conditions for team
building.
Register
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WEELY FEDERAL GRANTS UPDATE

WEEKLY FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

New Section from our partnership with
the National Special Districts Coalition
(NSDC)

New Section: Weekly Updates from the
National Special Districts Coalition
(NSDC)

Department of Health and Human Services:
FY 2021 Drug Free Communities Program

The House and Senate are in session this week.
The House will consider 28 bills under
suspension of the rules, including the PPP
Extension Act of 2021 (H.R. 1799), which
provides small businesses two additional months
to seek loans through the Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP), extending the application
deadline from March 31 to May 31.

The purpose of the DFC program is to fund
applicants who have never received funding
before and to carry out to goals of the program.
1) Establish and strengthen collaboration
coalitions working to prevent and reduce
substance abuse among youth; and 2) reduce
substance abuse among youth, and over time,
reduce substance abuse among adults.

The full NSDC Legislative Update is available on
our blog.

More Grants

Read More

Virtual Workshop: Financial
Management for Special
Districts

April 7 and 8, 2021, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Money, money, money...it's on everyone's mind and
on your job description. Make sure you understand
the full scope of financial information affecting
special districts today. From budgeting and internal
controls to long term planning and capital
improvement plans. REGISTER TODAY!

SDLF

CAREER CENTER

Are you using your
SDLF Certificates to
help your district shine?

Check out the most recent
job postings in CSDA's
Career Center.

If so, then tell us about it!

Deputy Staff Counsel/Attorney
– Placer County Water
Agency

We want to know that what we
do, is helping you and your
community. Take the SDLF
Program Survey and shine the
light on your district!

Take Survey

Senior Air Quality Engineer –
San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution Control District
Accountant – West County
Wastewater District
Read More
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RFP CLEARINGHOUSE
To post an RFP or receive
notifications when a new
RFP is posted, join the RFP
Clearinghouse Community.
RFP – Organizational
Assessment and
Comprehensive
Compensation Study
RFP – Compensation and
Benefits Survey
RFP – CalTRUST Audit
Read More
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Virtual Workshop: Financial Management
for Special Districts
Wednesday and Thursday, April 7 and 8, 2021
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. each day

$100 SDRMA Member | $175 CSDA Member | $260 Non-member

CSDA WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

March 30, 2021

Our March-April Magazine
Issue is Here!

Hot off the press, the current California Special
Districts magazine is available! Highlights from this
March-April issue include:
The Fire: Before and After: How Two California
Districts are Implementing Best Practices in
Emergency Preparedness Planning
Interview of Garamendi and Aguiar-Curry,
Honored for Support of Special Districts
Understanding Your CalPERS Unfunded Accrued
Liability
Helping to Find Your Replacement
Read More

Share Your Knowledge and
Expertise at Our Upcoming
Conferences!

We are currently receiving submissions for
conference session presentations for our 2021
Annual Conference and 2021 Board Secretary /
Clerk Conference. Please fill out the form below to
https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6280&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1
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submit your proposal. The deadline for
submissions is May 1, 2021. *Note: If you submitted
a proposal in December, we ask that you please
resubmit.

Submit your proposal here!

Mark Your Calendars for
Special Districts Week

Mark your calendars and join us in commemorating
Special Districts Week from May 16 - 22! This year
we're celebrating our third annual Special Districts
Week, an event designed to raise awareness and
understanding in your community about your
special district. The week will be officially
established by the State Legislature with the
approval of Assembly Concurrent Resolution (ACR)
17. We need your help getting the word out!
Read More

TAKE ACTION

National Special
Districts Coalition
Elevates Federal
Advocacy Strategy

The National Special Districts
Coalition (NSDC), a coalition
of statewide associations
representing local
governments throughout the
country known as special
districts, is excited to
announce the engagement of
The Ferguson Group (TFG)
and Paragon Government
Relations (Paragon) as
NSDC's federal advocates in
Washington DC.
Read More

Federal Earmarks
Making a Comeback.
Here's How and When
to Request Funds

MEMBER RESOURCES

Welcome CSDA's
Newest Endorsed
Affiliate: Urban Futures
Inc.!

Urban Futures Inc. (UFI) is a
leader in providing financial
advisory services to the public
sector since 1972 – ranked #1
in California for 4 consecutive
years. UFI specializes in
addressing pension/OPEB
issues. UFI takes a
comprehensive approach by
developing a customized
pension model for each client,
analyzing multiple funding
strategies, and evaluating
risks through scenario
analyses and Monte Carlo
simulation. UFI ensures your
agency's Board and
Stakeholders understand the
issues at hand by conducting
educational workshop. As a
CSDA member, you gain

LEARN

Virtual Workshop: Rate
Setting Under
Propositions 218 & 26
Wednesday and Thursday,
April 14 and 15, 2021
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Proposition 218 and 26
establish legal frameworks
and constraints for public
agencies when setting fees
and charges, including
property-related fees, capacity
and connection fees, and
other miscellaneous fees. This
workshop will focus on the
legal and practical
requirements for rate-setting,
including an overview of the
relevant provisions of
Propositions 218 and 26,
updates on recent court cases
and legislation, and analysis of
the impacts they may have on
local governments and their
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The U.S. House of
Representatives are slated to
revive earmarks after a 10year ban, but with some
notable changes. "Community
Project Funding" deadlines
are coming fast with final
House Committee deadlines
for submission at the end of
April.

access to special rates for
pension modeling, developing
pension funding policies, and
pension advisory services.
Check out their full description
through the link below!
Urban Futures

ability to raise revenue. The
workshop will also provide
guidance on how to design
and structure property-related
fees and other fees and
charges in compliance with
Propositions 218 and 26.
Register

Read More

WEELY FEDERAL GRANTS UPDATE

WEEKLY FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

New Section from our partnership with
the National Special Districts Coalition
(NSDC)

New Section: Weekly Updates from the
National Special Districts Coalition
(NSDC)

Department of Health and Human Services
FY 2021 Community Health Workers for COVID
Response and Resilient Communities (CCR)
This program provides funding through the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act of 2020 to eligible applicants to
prevent COVID-19 and protect the American
people from public related health impacts. This
program supports CARES Act work through
training and deployment of community health
workers to response efforts and by building and
strengthening community resilience to fight
COVID-19 through addressing existing health
disparities.

The House and Senate are both in recess for the
next two weeks and will return to Washington
during the week of April 12. When the Senate
returns, the chamber will consider the following
Biden Administration nominees: Polly
Trottenberg to be Deputy Secretary of
Transportation; Wendy Sherman to be Deputy
Secretary of State; Gary Gensler to be Chair of
the Securities and Exchange Commission; and
Brenda Mallory to be Chair of the White House
Council on Environmental Quality. The Senate
will also consider the COVID-19 Hate Crimes
Act (S. 937).
The full NSDC Legislative Update is available on
our blog.

More Grants

Read More

2021 Special District
Technology Grants

The Special District Leadership Foundation has
created and funded a Technology Grant for 2021.
The Technology Grant is open to districts with
operating budgets of $1 million or less and will
reimburse districts for up to $3,000 related to
expenditures outlined in the grant focus areas.
There is a total of $35,000 in Technology Grant
Funds available. Applicants do not need to be
members of CSDA to apply and receive funds. The
initial 2021 Technology Grant availability will close
on June 15, 2021 or when all funds have been
awarded, whichever comes first. Learn More!

LAW ALERT

GRANT OPPORTUNITY

California Enacts Law Providing New
Bank of Supplemental Paid Sick Leave

South Coast AQMD Providing Funding
for Zero Emission Heavy-Duty Vehicles
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Thank you Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud &
Romo for this SB 95 update article.
On March 19, 2021, the State of California took
action to ensure that employees statewide have
access to a new bank of COVID-19
supplemental paid sick leave ("SPSL"), due to
the lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Governor Newsom signed Senate Bill 95 ("SB
95") into law on March 19th, which requires
employers with more than 25 employees to
provide up to 80 hours of SPSL to employees.
Read More

SDLF
Do Your Part to Help Board
and General Manager
Communication
Want to build better
relationships and
communications in your
district? It all starts with
expectations. Please take a
minute to share your thoughts
on key attributes of a General
Manager. Results will be
shared through the Special
District Leadership Foundation
and utilized in upcoming
CSDA courses. The first 50
respondents will get a $5
Starbucks gift card as an extra
"thank you!"
Take Survey

and Equipment

CSDA Member South Coast Air Quality
Management District (South Coast AQMD) is
currently providing funding opportunities for Zero
Emission Heavy-Duty Vehicles and Equipment,
including transit, emergency, and utility fleet
vehicles. The application deadline is June 1,
2021. The Carl Moyer Program (CMP) provides
financial incentives to assist in the purchase of
cleaner-than-required engine and equipment
technologies to achieve emission reductions that
are real, surplus, quantifiable and enforceable.
Read More

CAREER CENTER
Check out the most recent
job postings in CSDA's
Career Center.
Accountant – Vallejo Flood
and Wastewater District
Pipelayer – Hi-Desert Water
District
Program Supervisor – Contra
Costa Mosquito and Vector
Control District
Engineering Technician I –
Lake Arrowhead Community
Services District
Read More

RFP CLEARINGHOUSE
To post an RFP or receive
notifications when a new
RFP is posted, join the RFP
Clearinghouse Community.
RFP – District Audit Services
RFP – Strategic
Communications and
Engagement Plan
RFP – Triennial Performance
Audit
RFP – Organizational
Assessment and
Comprehensive
Compensation Study
Read More
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In this issue:
Upcoming learning opportunities from River Network & the community.
New career and fellowship opportunities.
Meet 2021 River Hero Ean Thomas Tafoya.
Funding opportunities available for water protectors.
The deadlines to apply for a River Rally scholarship or self-nominate for
the Emerging Leader Award have been extended!
The latest from the online community.

CONNECT & LEARN

Find upcoming learning opportunities and events any time on our website.
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Action Days for Clean Water and Rivers
April 27-29, 2021. American Rivers and River Network are partnering to
organize Action Days for Clean Water and Rivers April 27-29. Action Days for
Clean Water and Rivers is your opportunity to join with fellow advocates to
meet virtually with members of Congress and ask them to support policies that
will ensure clean water and healthy rivers for all communities. Register.

Events from the network:
March 16-April 30. Water is Life Series by Alabama Rivers Alliance.
March 17-31. Environmental Justice In Southeastern Massachusetts
by Watershed Action Alliance.
March 26. Quiz Night Virtual Reunion by the South Yuba River Citizen's
League.
April 24. Milwaukee Riverkeeper's Spring Clean-Up.
Search the online Resource Library for publications, newsletters, tools,
templates, and recorded webinars.

MEET YOUR NETWORK
Ean Thomas Tafoya
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We said 'if they're not going to lead
then we're going to lead.' We raised
enough money to buy our own water
truck and we're going to keep
working and standing in the gap of
the failed system."
2021 River Hero Ean Thomas
Tafoya discusses access to water for
the unhoused and how art is
incorporated into his community
organizing work with GreenLatinos.
Meet Ean.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

New funding opportunities available through River Network and others.

Partners for Places
Program Grants

AARP Community
Challenge

Partners for Places aims to enhance
local capacity to build equitable and
sustainable communities in the

Fund your project that will help
communities become more livable
for people of all ages. Applications

United States and Canada. The next
round of matching grant program
opportunities for urban sustainability
and green stormwater infrastructure
projects is now open. Apply by
March 19.

are accepted for projects to improve
public spaces, housing,
transportation, civic engagement,
coronavirus recovery, diversity and
inclusion, and more. Apply by April
14.

Learn more.

Learn more.

Water is Life Fund
The Water is Life grant program from DigDeep funds creative, high-impact
solutions developed by local change-makers that provide access to water,
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) to people in the United States, US territories,
and sovereign tribal nations. Apply by April 30.
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Learn more.

RIVER RALLY 2021
The latest River Rally news, updates, and deadlines.

Deadlines Extended!
The deadlines to apply for River Rally scholarship support or self-nominate for
the Emerging Leader Award have been extended! Apply or self-nominate
through the registration process by Friday, March 26.
Scholarship recipients and early registrants will get early access to networking
and content via the virtual event platform. We look forward to practical content
contributed from across the country and peer-to-peer engagement on the
issues that matter most to the network. We hope you will join us! Learn more
and apply.

THE LATEST FROM THE ONLINE COMMUNITY
Sign in or register to join the conversation!
Community science for drinking water?

Updating nonprofit bylaws. Patrick

Katherine Baer (River Network) asks about

Koepele (Tuolumne River Trust) is
wondering if you have been through
the updating bylaws process recently
and asks for advice.

your community-based science work related to
drinking water.

Co-creating Knowledge for Inclusive River
Governance research. Karen Delfau wants to
connect and discuss knowledge co-creation as a

Free education program for wild
rivers & fish conservation. Tess
McEnroe (Idaho Rivers
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mechanism can support inclusive water and river

United) shares a

governance.

curriculum/education program.

Share your news, updates and successes with the River Network communications team!

Questions about your membership? Contact us.
Copyright © 2021 River Network, All rights reserved.
This email is being sent to members, friends and supporters of River Network.
Our mailing address is:
River Network
P.O. Box 21387
Boulder, CO 80308

Add us to your address book
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Scholarship and Emerging Leader Deadlines
Extended!
Good news! The deadlines to apply for River Rally scholarship support or selfnominate for the Emerging Leader Award have been extended! Apply or
self-nominate through the registration process by Friday, March 26.
Scholarship recipients and early registrants will get early access to networking
and content via the virtual event platform. We look forward to practical content
contributed from across the country and peer-to-peer engagement on the
issues that matter most to the network. We hope you will join us!

Apply for a River Rally Scholarship
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In 2021, we're going virtual for the second time! Our first Virtual River Rally
included over 100 hours of content across six themes and brought together
over 500 registrants, presenters, sponsors, and other partners.

Apply for a scholarship and download the latest release of the
program!

IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES
March 19: Next Registration Giveaway Drawing
March 26: Scholarship Applications Due
March 26: Emerging Leader Self-Nominations Due
April 1: Conference Platform Opens for Early Registrants
April 7: Emerging Leader Announced
May 17-20: River Rally 2021–see you online!

GET UPDATES
facebook.com/rivernetwork
twitter.com/rivernetwork
instagram: river_network
rivernetwork.org/stay-informed
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Visit www.riverrally.org for the latest updates.

Copyright © 2021 River Network, All rights reserved.
This email is being sent to members, friends and supporters of River Network.
Our mailing address is:
River Network
P.O. Box 21387
Boulder, CO 80308

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Four More Days for Rally Scholarships!
Four more days to apply for River Rally scholarship support or self-nominate for
the Emerging Leader Award! Apply or self-nominate through the
registration process by 11:59 PM on Friday, March 26.
Scholarship recipients and early registrants will get early access to networking
via the virtual conference platform and plenary content from River Rally 2020.

Apply for a River Rally Scholarship
Need more information about the Emerging Leader Award? Read Megan
Nguyen's 5 Takeaways From the 2020 Emerging Leader on the blog!

Congratulations to our First Giveaway Winners!
Congratulations to our first giveaway winners, Amy Campbell and Aislin
Livingstone!
Amy is project director at the Nature
Conservancy in California and this
will be her third River Rally.
Aislin, research manager at Atlantic
https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6250&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1
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Water Network, is looking forward to
mentorship opportunities at River
Rally and "getting some pointers on
effective science communication for
water monitoring so that we can
better amplify the work of our
network."

Not to worry, River Rally registrants—still 4 giveaways to go! Register
early for your best chance to win! Find details on our website.

Download the River Rally Program

IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES
March 26: Scholarship Applications Due
March 26: Emerging Leader Self-Nominations Due
April 1: Conference Platform Opens for Early Registrants
April 2: Next Registration Giveaway Drawing
April 7: Emerging Leader Announced
May 17-20: River Rally 2021–see you online!

GET UPDATES
facebook.com/rivernetwork
twitter.com/rivernetwork
instagram: river_network
rivernetwork.org/stay-informed

Visit www.riverrally.org for the latest updates.
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"At this time, it is so difficult to feel connected to your colleagues and to
your community. [River Rally] offered opportunities not just to learn, but to
connect with people, acknowledge the crises impacting our society, and
think through ways to incorporate these needs into our work."
-Anna Killius, James River Association, Virtual River Rally 2020 participant

Copyright © 2021 River Network, All rights reserved.
This email is being sent to members, friends and supporters of River Network.
Our mailing address is:
River Network
P.O. Box 21387
Boulder, CO 80308

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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NACD THANKS
PARTICIPANTS OF VIRTUAL
ADVOCACY WEEK

March 30, 2021

NRCS Caribbean
Area Recruiting for
Four Positions with
the ACES Program

Last week, NACD hosted its 2021 Virtual Advocacy Week, and states
ranging from New York to Washington State and Wyoming to Georgia
conducted meetings with their elected representatives and agency
officials.
Participants discussed the importance of local technical assistance,
addressing climate change, increased staffing capacity at the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and why additional federal
investments in programs like the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA)’s Small Watershed Program and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)’s Section 319 Grant program are needed.
Many states are continuing this engagement over the coming days and
weeks. Information for future meetings can be found on NACD’s
Advocacy Week webpage.

NACD is grateful for each state and district official’s participation to
advocate on behalf of our nation’s conservation districts. Please
contact NACD Director of Government Affairs Coleman Garrison at
coleman-garrison@nacdnet.org with questions on scheduling future
meetings or anything else related to federal advocacy.

NACD PRESENTS
https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6283&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1

The Natural Resources
Conservation Service
(NRCS) Caribbean Area
is seeking experienced
workers, aged 55 and
over, for four positions
within the NRCS
Agriculture Conservation
Experience Services
(ACES).
These positions help
NRCS employees provide
technical services in
support of conservation.
Click on the available
positions below to learn
more about them and
apply:
· Civil Engineer, Caguas,
P.R.
· Civil Engineer, St. Croix,
V.I.
· Planning Technician,
Juana Diaz, P.R.
· Planning Technician,
Utuado, P.R.

FS and NRCS Seek
JCLRP Proposals
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IN WASHINGTON NRCS
TRIBAL CONSERVATION
ADVISORY COUNCIL
On March 24, several tribes within Washington State met with the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as part of the Tribal
Conservation Advisory Council (WATCAC). Comprised of all federallyrecognized tribes in Washington and tribes that have lands in
Washington State, WATCAC provides input to Washington’s State
Conservationist Roylene Comes at Night on activities that affect
tribes, their natural resources and tribal communities.
The WATCAC has assisted in developing and had final approval of the
Tribal Program Strategy that directs NRCS on the foundation of the WA
NRCS Tribal Program. A smaller group of tribal staff serves as the tribal
local working group to assist NRCS in determining how to allocate the
Tribal Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) funding pool,
including identifying priority resource concerns and developing ranking
questions that are relevant to tribal needs.
At this particular meeting, the robust agenda featured Roylene
celebrating the work of the tribes and opportunities to partner with
NRCS. Larry Davis, chair of NACD’s Tribal Outreach and Partnerships
Resource Policy Group (RPG) and NACD Pacific Region
Representative Ariel Rivers participated in the meeting. Together with
Ike Martinez and Jacob Turner of the Spokane Tribe of Indians,
NACD presented on the Technical Assistance (TA) Grants and
opportunities for new tribal applicants. Davis also invited tribal partners
to participate in future RPG meetings.
Through the TA Grant program, Martinez has conducted outreach
related to high tunnels and other conservation practices related to
forestry and rangelands, while also supporting the Tribe’s work on the
farm bill and addressing contract needs through EQIP and other
programs.
Additional partners also shared information about NRCS and USDA
programs, including opportunities for beginning farmers and ranchers
and new and upcoming opportunities through the farm bill.
Tribal consultation by federal agencies was also briefly addressed.
“The NACD Tribal Resource Policy Group (RPG) has been hearing
from BIA, NRCS and FSA on their consultation perspectives,” said
Davis. “Tribal RPG members favor the initiation of consultation earlier
in the process of agency rule-writing, a process that is important for
tribal members to engage in.”

FRIENDS OF NACD DISTRICT
GRANTS PROGRAM IMPACT:
BUTTE SWCD, IDAHO

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA)’s
Forest Service (FS) and
Natural Resources
Conservation Service
(NRCS) are requesting
proposals for funding
under the Joint Chief’s
Landscape Conservation
Initiative (JCLRP)
beginning in fiscal year
(FY) 2022.
The intent of the
partnership is to achieve
measurable outcomes
through coordinated
conservation activities on
public and private lands.
Selected projects will
enhance collaboration
among FS and NRCS, as
well as many local, nongovernmental, tribal and
individual landowner
stakeholders. JCLRP will
align with shared
stewardship by selecting
projects that demonstrate
a cross-boundary effort,
work at the appropriate
scale, and have mutually
defined priorities that lead
to desired outcomes
Proposals are due June
25, 2021. To learn more,
click here.

2021 REPI Report to
Congress Webinar
Interested in learning
more about the
Readiness and
Environmental Protection
Integration Program
(REPI)’s recent
accomplishments?
Join the REPI office April
7 at 1:00 p.m. Eastern to
hear more about REPI’s
2021 Report to Congress,
which covers REPI’s
actions and
accomplishments through
fiscal year 2020.
To join the webinar, click
here.

Apply Now:
NRCS Seeks
RCPP Applications
https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6283&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1
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The Natural Resources
Conservation Service
(NRCS) is currently
seeking innovative
partner-led projects to
deliver sustainable
agricultural solutions.

With a 2020 Friends of NACD District Grant, the Butte SWCD in Idaho
installed a recycling bin in their community for farmers and residents to
dispose of agricultural chemical containers. Free for public use, the bin
keeps chemical containers out of landfills and their contents from
leaching into groundwater.
Implementing this project has helped Butte SWCD form partnerships
with two businesses: local chemical supplier and commercial applicator
Valley Ag and the Agri-Plas, Inc. waste recycling company.
If you missed it earlier this month, learn more about the project in this
blog post, and consider becoming a Friend of NACD to help other
districts around the country launch innovative and impactful
conservation projects in their own communities.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
GRANTS GET CONSERVATION
ON THE GROUND
IN NORTH CAROLINA
North Carolina’s conservation districts have seen a boost in technical
assistance thanks to NACD technical assistance (TA) grants awarded
to the North Carolina Division of Soil and Water Conservation. In 2018,
the Division received its first round of funding, which it used to boost
the technical capacity of the soil and water conservation districts
(SWCDs) for Wilkes, Chatham, Martin, Robeson and Wayne
SWCDs. The Division has since received 2019 and 2020 TA grants and
has added the Columbus SWCD to its assistance list.
Natural resource concerns vary across the state, so each district’s
portion of the TA funds was utilized differently. “It’s all about getting
conservation on the ground, and it takes technical expertise to do that
and keep the customer happy,” said Edward Davis, engineering
technician and department head for Columbus SWCD.
In Wilkes County, where there was a major need for boosted forestry
outreach and efforts, the Division used some of its grant funds to
hire Daron Brown, a certified forester, for the conservation district.
Brown helped with a lot of conservation activities, but the most
common were the establishment of forest trails and landings to
minimize the impacts of logging on soil erosion and water quality.
“We were able to put a lot of conservation on the ground due to the
expertise that we would not have had if we didn’t have Daron on
staff,” said Robert Baldwin, district director from Wilkes SWCD. “In the
areas where we employed these practices, you can go back, and you
can tell a significant difference compared to the ones where we did
not.”
https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6283&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1

NRCS will invest up to
$75 million under the
Regional Conservation
Partnership Program
(RCPP)’s Alternative
Funding Arrangements to
fund unique projects that
take innovative and nontraditional approaches to
conservation solutions at
the local, regional and
landscape scales. NRCS
will be holding a webinar
at 3:00 p.m. Eastern on
April 1, 2021 for
interested applicants.
To learn more and
apply, click here; please
email RCPP@USDA.gov
for webinar information.

NRCS Offers CSP
Participants
Renewal Options
The Natural Resources
Conservation Service
(NRCS) is currently
accepting applications for
CSP contract renewals
through March 31, 2021
for the approximately
11,000 CSP contracts that
are currently set to expire
December 31, 2021. The
2018 Farm Bill made
several changes to the
CSP program that could
benefit producers in a
new contract as long as
the producer agrees to
adopt additional
conservation practices on
their land above and
beyond their current
contract requirements.
More information can
be found here.
Additionally, as required in
the 2018 Farm Bill, NRCS
has been reviewing
conservation practice
standards and has
published revised practice
standards for 23
practices, including cover
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Martin SWCD brought on Rupert Hasty to help with Conservation
Stewardship Program (CSP) enrollment, and he’s helped install
practices to address cropland erosion, conservation cover and much
more. At the Chatham SWCD, funds were used for Voluntary
Agricultural Districts outreach efforts to help improve public awareness
of agriculture, especially in rapidly developing areas.

To read the rest of the story, visit NACD's blog. To learn more about
NACD’s Technical Assistance grants or to read other TA success
stories, visit the NACD Technical Assistance Grants webpage.

crops and stream
crossings. It is important
that conservation districts
and state associations
review these standards to
ensure they continue to
work for producers in your
community. Comments
are due by April 8
and more information can
be found here.

USDA SEEKS INPUT
ON CLIMATE CRISIS
On January 27, President Biden issued an Executive Order titled
“Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad,” which directed the
Secretary of Agriculture to solicit input once again from stakeholders on
“how to encourage the voluntary adoption of climate-smart agricultural
and forestry practices that decrease wildfire risk fueled by climate
change and result in additional, measurable and verifiable carbon
reductions and sequestration.”
On March 15, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) released a
federal register notice to officially begin soliciting this feedback. The
input requested is on “how to best use Department of Agriculture
programs, funding and financing capacities, and other authorities, and
how to encourage the voluntary adoption of climate-smart agricultural
and forestry practices that decrease wildfire risk fueled by climate
change and result in additional, measurable, and verifiable carbon
reductions and sequestration and that source sustainable bioproducts
and fuels."

Promote your
conservation district or
state association's tree
sale, annual meeting,
webinar, field day or more
on NACD's Calendar of
Events!

Submit an event

With increased focus on the role agriculture can play in addressing
climate change, it is vitally important that USDA receives input from the
conservation district community on the ways that districts can help
drive this effort. District staff are already involved in promoting climatesmart agriculture and forestry practices, and NACD strongly
encourages your state association or individual district to provide
comments by the April 15 deadline. Please contact NACD Director of
Government Affairs Coleman Garrison at colemangarrison@nacdnet.org if you have any questions.
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NACD VIRTUAL ADVOCACY
WEEK BEGINS

March 23, 2021

Celebrate National
Ag Day, March 23

Today, we're celebrating
National Ag Day!

NACD’s Virtual Advocacy Week began yesterday - from March 22-26,
we encourage conservation districts to reach out to their members of
Congress and share the needs of locally-led conservation and how
they can provide adequate support to districts so that they can continue
protecting our nation’s natural resources.
Last week, NACD’s Government Affairs team hosted a briefing for
members and partners participating in the Virtual Advocacy Week
which has been recorded and can be viewed here. This briefing was a
substitute for the breakfast briefing we normally host in Washington,
D.C., where we review the issue papers and answer any questions that
people who are participating in the following week’s meetings may
have.
As your state or territory works to schedule meetings, be sure to visit
our “Tips and Tricks” document on NACD’s Advocacy Week webpage,
where you can also find this year's issue papers.

Please contact NACD Director of Government Affairs Coleman
Garrison at coleman-garrison@nacdnet.org if you have any questions
about NACD’s Virtual Advocacy Week or if you or need additional
information.

https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6253&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1

Yesterday, President
Biden officially proclaimed
March 23 as National Ag
Day.
This year marks the fifth
year that the White House
has publicly recognized
National Ag Day as a
salute to the contributions
of America’s farmers,
ranchers and
agribusinesses. The 2021
theme is “Food Brings
Everyone to the Table.”
Today, we're recognizing
the abundance provided
by American agriculture,
and the essential work
that our farmers,
ranchers, foresters and
other agricultural
stewards do to help make
a difference in our
nation's food system. To
learn more, visit Ag Day's
website.
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ICYMI: NACD'S 75TH
ANNIVERSARY NEWSLETTER
As NACD celebrates its 75th Anniversary
this year, we will be releasing a special
monthly newsletter, highlighting
conservation districts' successes over the
years.
Entitled "Diamonds Out of the Dust: 75
Years of Conservation District
Success Stories," this monthly
newsletter features stories submitted by
conservation districts and state
associations across the nation. In the first
edition, we highlighted Ellen Cobb,
NACD's first executive leader; Butte Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD)'s longtime employee Frances Perkes; and
Winnebago County SWCD's Monarch Fiesta Event, which supports
the importance of pollinators.
Learn more about our 75th Anniversary campaign and view all past
newsletters here. To be featured in the newsletter, share your district's
success story by submitting this online form.

2021 STEWARDSHIP
WEEK CELEBRATES
FOREST HEALTH
This year, NACD is
celebrating its 66th
Annual Stewardship
Week from April 25May 2, 2021,
focusing on the
theme, “Healthy
Forests, Healthy
Communities.”
Visit NACD’s website
to learn how you can
celebrate trees and
get involved in forest
conservation by
hosting sociallydistanced forest and
state park tours and presentations, deliver online forestry workshops
and demonstrations, share a press release with local media, sign and
mail proclamations to your governor in support of Stewardship Week,
and organize other virtual events.
Stewardship Week gives conservation districts the opportunity to
extend the reach of their education programs and educate future
leaders on the significance of natural resource conservation. However
you choose to celebrate this year, be sure to let us know and share
your story with us by tagging us on social media using the
hashtag #StewardshipWeek.
Don’t forget to visit NACD’s Conservation Education Hub to download
free K-8 curriculum materials, learn more about this year’s Stewardship
https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6253&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1

Hall of Distinction
Call for Nominations
NACD is currently
seeking nominations for
its Hall of Distinction!
Through NACD’s Hall of
Distinction, state and
territory associations can
recognize current and
past conservation leaders
for their extraordinary
work to advance
conservation at the
national level.
In making their inductions,
states and territories are
asked to send NACD
some information via this
online form.

NAPPC Seeks
Nominations for
2021 Awards
NACD, the North
American Pollinator
Protection Campaign
(NAPPC) and the
Pollinator Partnership are
currently seeking
nominations for the 2021
Farmer-Rancher
Pollinator Conservation
Award.
The award recognizes an
individual or family in the
farm and ranch
community who has
contributed significantly to
pollinator species
protection and
conservation.
2021 nominations are
due Friday, July 16. To
learn more about the
award and make a
nomination, visit
the Pollinator
Partnership's Award
webpage.

Apply Now:
NRCS Seeks
RCPP Applications
The Natural Resources
Conservation Service
(NRCS) is currently
seeking innovative
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Week, and find resources to help you plan a successful virtual event
online.

APRIL U&C WEBINAR
FEATURES WEST VIRGINIA
SOIL TRAILER
The next NACD Urban and Community
(U&C) Conservation webinar, scheduled
for 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. Eastern on
April 15, 2021, will feature the West
Virginia Conservation Agency's Soil
Trailer.
Inspired by the Kansas Soil Tunnel
Trailer, the West Virginia Soil Trailer is a
learning unit for soil, water, agricultural
specialty crops and non-point source
pollution. This ADA-accessible mobile classroom serves all of West
Virginia. Focus education areas include topics such as what makes up
soil and the layers of the soil profile, as well as the organisms in the soil
and their benefits to the soil and quality of water; the effects of pollution
and litter on fish, plants and wildlife; nonpoint source pollution, which
may include illegal dumping; and malfunctioning septic systems, which
will ultimately affect the soil and water quality.
With this diverse educational display, each person who visits is
provided an opportunity to see what they cannot normally see, feel
what they would not normally feel, and learn what is generally not
taught. During the webinar, you'll hear from WVCA's Education and
Outreach Specialist Aimee Figgatt (pictured above) on this incredible
learning unit. A second, larger unit is currently in the early stages of
construction and is expected to be completed by Fall 2022.
These popular webinars, held on the third Thursday of each month, are
sponsored by The Scotts Miracle-Gro Foundation in partnership with
the NACD Urban and Community Resource Policy Group. There is no
cost to participate, but space is limited. Registration will be accepted on
a first-come, first-serve basis.
To register, click here. If you have difficulty, please contact NACD
Pacific Region Representative Ariel Rivers.

SWCDS JOIN FORCES TO
EXPAND FORESTRY
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
https://teamrcd.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_safe=1&_uid=6253&_mbox=INBOX&_action=print&_extwin=1

partner-led projects to
deliver sustainable
agricultural solutions.
NRCS will invest up to
$75 million under the
Regional Conservation
Partnership Program
(RCPP)’s Alternative
Funding Arrangements to
fund unique projects that
take innovative and nontraditional approaches to
conservation solutions at
the local, regional and
landscape scales.
To learn more and apply,
click here.

Pre-Order Now:
P2's 2021
Pollinator Poster

The Pollinator Partnership
(P2)’s 2021 Pollinators
and Agriculture Poster is
now available for preorder!
This year's poster,
created by artist Hugo
Salais at Metazoa Studio,
is an artistic depiction of
the harmony that can be
achieved when
agricultural landscapes
embrace pollinatorfriendly management
practices. These
management practices
promote pollinator
populations and diversity
in agricultural landscapes,
resulting in important
benefits to both
pollinators and farmers!
More information on the
poster, species and artist
will also be available on
P2’s website. To pre-order
the poster, click here.

3/4

3/23/2021

Roundcube Webmail :: eResource-This Week's NACD News Briefs

Lincoln, Gaston and Mecklenberg Soil and Water Conservation
Districts (SWCD) joined forces to open a forest to the public in North
Carolina for forestry and SWCD educational programs, an effort that
resulted in state funding for the project.
In 2011, through a partnership with the North Carolina Association of
SWCDs (NCASWCD) and the state forestry agency, the three
conservation districts met and lobbied county commissioners and state
legislators. It took several years, but in 2018, the State Legislature
allotted in its budget more than $3 million to construct a 6,000 squarefoot education center with public amenities at the Mountain Island Lake
Educational State Forest (MIESF). The group hopes to have a grand
opening later this year.
“Education is one of the most important things we do, and this facility
lends itself to educating our youth to the topic of a diminishing
resource,” Mecklenburg SWCD Vice Chair Nancy Carter said.

Promote your
conservation district or
state association's tree
sale, annual meeting,
webinar, field day or more
on NACD's Calendar of
Events!

“Our urbanization is rapidly increasing,” she said. “Giving urban youth
an outdoor educational experience and showing them their water
source plus educating them to its use and value and its decreasing
availability will be enormously beneficial.”

Submit an event

To read the full story, visit NACD's blog.
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March 26, 2021
Announcement to Special District Form 700 Filing Officials!
After 35 years of service, I’m announcing my retirement from Riverside County, Clerk of the
Board Office
It’s been an Amazing time, and it just flew by!
I’m really grateful for the work I’ve had here.
~ My last day worked will be May 19, 2021 ~ Retirement day May 20, 2021 !!
I’m super-pleased to announce April Boydd, the Deputy Clerk of the Board, will be Interim
Filing Officer for Riverside County.
She will be your GoTo for anything Form 700 or Conflict of Interest Codes.
I’ve worked with April a long time, and she will be a most excellent Filing Officer!
I want to thank you so much for a million kindnesses from each of you.
And for making my job so fulfilling!
You Filing Officials have been the very best part of my job!
God Bless you and yours, and be well,

Cheri Marinos
Ethics/SEI Filing Oﬃcer
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
4080 Lemon Street, 1st Floor, #127
Riverside, CA 92501
Ph: 951-955-1302 Fax: 951-955-1071
Mail Stop 1010
CMarinos@Rivco.org

Please note, I will be rering Ma y 20, 2021, and April Boydd, Deputy COB, will be taking over as the Interim
2/4
County Filing Oﬃcer.
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Con identiality Disclaimer

This email is con idential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. The information contained in this message may be
privileged and con idential and protected from disclosure.
If you are not the author's intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing,
or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error please delete all copies, both electronic and printed, and contact the
author immediately.

County of Riverside California
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